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Jainism in Jharkhand with Special
Reference to Parasnath hills

A. K. Chattoraj*

ainism is a religion of older provenance going back perhaps to the
] time of the indus valley civilization or even prior to that. The sravak
Adivasis of south Jharkhand in Seraikela, Bundu, Tamar, Singhbhum and
adjoining West Bengal & Orissa were the eartliest Jains!

The Jain religion reveres 24 Tirthankars and some of their disciples.
It is believed that twenty out of twentyfour Tirthankaras lived and
attained Nirvana in the Parasnath Hill situated presently in Giridih
district of Jharkhand. The Parasnath hill has a religious significance for
the Jains of both sects.?

There are 74 Jain sites in Jharkhand. Of all the sites Parasnath hills
which is known as Sammet shikhar is the most prominent pilgrimage
for both the sect of Jains for its connection with most of the Jain
Tirthankars. The hill attained the name from 23rd Tirthankar Parsava
(C877-777 BCE) Who was a prince of Benares and attained nirvana at
the hill. The five vows now accepted as the basic faith of Jain creed
namely Non violence, non lying, non stealing and non possession were
developed by Mahavira out of the four principle of Parsavanatha.’ The
sacred hill has over 72 Jain Temples, its height is 4481 Ft. The
Archaeologist hold the view that antiquarian remains in the hill do
not date earlier than 1765 which is confusing keeping in view that so
many Jain Tirthankars visited the hills, the Jains hold that they do not
have a tradition of perpetuating monuments. The history of Jainism
shows an early migration to west from Bihar and return migration only
in post Mughal period as a merchant class.*

*Head, Univ. Dept. of History, Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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The most ancient reference of Sammet shikhar is made in mallijin
chapter of the scripture Jnata dharm katha which describes the nirvana of
Tirthankar Mallinath. In the biography of Parasnath, Parswanath charita
of kalpasultra,describing the nirvana of Tirthankar Ma]Jinath, the phrase
sammeya sel sikharnmi has been used to denote sammet shikhar, In the
Medieval literature “samadhigi' is found to denote Sammet shekhar. The
local people address it as Parasnath hills in the early ninth century. The
temples were destroyed and it became victim of religious bigotry.> In
1592 A.D. emperor Akbar had gifted this mountain to one shree Heervijay
suri on being impressed by his personality. Around 1670 A.D. The Jain
temples were renovated and thereafter the history of the hill is obscure.
In Sambat 1809 Delhi emperor Ahmad Shah, impressed by the acts of
the seth Mahtab Ray of Murshidabad gifted Madhuvan Kothi, Jaypar
Nala Jalhari Kund and 301 bighas of land in the valley of Parasnath hills.
At the dicenial settlement in 1790 and afterwards in the Permanent
settlement of 1793 the hill was included in the Zarnindari of Raja of
Palganj. During the greater part of 19th Century the Raja of Palganj, bore
the expenses of the shrine and recouped himself by taking a share of the
pilgrims offerings .® The king of Palganj made a public announcement
for the sale of mountain. Rai Bahadur Badridas Jauhari and Sri Bahadur
Singh signaled the India level Swetarmber Organization Anandji Kalyanji
Pedhi to purcghase the mountain. The Pedhi purchased the mountain on
9.3.1918 for Rs.2,42,200/.7

The Parasnath hill was a bone of contention between Swetamber and
Digamber Jains, The dispute between these two groups reached Court
several times. The Privy Council in 1933 held that the hill vested with
the Raja of Palganj though the Jains had right to worship. From 1933 till
2004 there were several court cases but there was no change in the
position recognized by the Privy Council-right of Swetambaris in the
management of temples, tonks and charans on the top of the hill and
unfetted right of Digambaris to worship in twenty of the tonks, charans,
temples and with permission of Swetambaris in remaining four fonks.

The Kalyaniji Anandji Pedhi in the mean time by a resolution dt

2 1




Jainism in Jharkhand with Special Reference to Parasnath hills

12.03.1912 decided to acquire the right of Raja of Palganj. It was
arranged that for taking Palganj against Shikarji Rupees 2,42,000/-
should be paid in cash once for all and Rs 4000/~ should be paid every
year. It was thereafter, Anandji Kahyanji purchased the rights of Palgan;j
by sale deed dt.9.3.1918. In the meantime Privy council decision
continued .After the Bihar land Reforms Act. came into force on
25.09.1950 under section 3 (i) of the Act Anandji Kalyanji Trust entered
into an agreement with the state Govt. Under Section 38 (i) of Indian
Forest Act for management of Parasnath Hill. Parasnath hill is spread
in 25 Sq Kms roughly 16000 acres. The Raja of Palganj had transferred
2000 acres to one Boddam for tea plantation ,700 acres, were in
possession of the cultivators who were subsequently recognized as
raiyats under land reforms Act. There was also a sanatorium in the hill.
It was also recognized by the courts that Hindus had right to hold a
mela once in a year in the hill and the tribals had a right to celebrate
hunting festival in the hill once a year.?

On 02.05.1953 the State of Bihar notification U/S 3 (i) of BLR Act.
stated that the estate described in the schedule amend to the notification
and belonging to the proprietors named in the schedule has passed to
and become vested under the provision of B.L.R. Act. from the date of
publication of that notification. B L Act. XX of 1953 as amended dt.
21.09.1954 the Govt. intended to take within three months from the date
of publication all intermediatery interests among other districts
Hazaribagh. On 14.04.1964 eight persons describing themselves as
followers of swetamber Murti Pujak Jain in their individual capacity and
also in their capacity of trustee of Anandji Kahyanj Pedi filed W.P. 58 of
1968 before supreme Court under Act- 32 of constitution of India
challenging the notification on 05.02.1965, an agreement was entered
into on behalf of the Govt. of Bihar and representative of Jain Swetamber
Muirti Pujak community of India. Among other things the Govt. declared
that the temples and Dhrmsalas on the Hills are not covered by the vesting
notification of 2. 5. 1953 and that Seth Anandji Kalyanji shall retain full
control of their temples, shrines, hills and religious sites. Digambars also
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entered into an agreement with the state of Bihar on 06.08.1966 and the
State assured the Digambars that their right, including the right to
worship and other recognized right in any manner be affected by the
agreement by the Govt. with Anandji Kalyanji on 06.02.1966.

In 1967 again Anandji Kalyani filed a Title suit that the Digambars
were trying to interfere with the possession of Anandji Kalyanji Trust
over the hill and their right was confined to worship in the fonks, temples
etc, The court held the view that the entire Jain community of India has
a right to worship in the majority of the tonks and charans on the hill
inelnding the right of Digambars and dismissed the suit.’

The old western portion of old Hazaribagh district has several Jain
Sites like Kolhua Pahar, Itkhori etc. Presently kolhua hill is situated in
Chatra district of Jhakhand. It is believed to be the birth place of the
tenth Jain Tirthankara Sitalnatha. It is one of the prominent pilgrimage
of the Jains and it came into light through the efforts of sir Aurel Stein,
famous Indologist during the nineteenth century. Kolhua hill is famed
for its Jain shrines, rock cut temples, rockcut sculptures of Jain
Tirthankaras. As per inscriptions found at the site it it would date to the
seventeenth or eighteenh century A.D. Stein found reference of Kolhua
Pahar in a Jain work called Tirthamale Amolankaranta published in Hindi
in 1893 by Rana Narayan Pal of Calcutta. Stein noticed image of
Paravanatha with the Snakehood canopy in a round of stone. *

Alura is also an important Jain Site situated in the Chandankyari PS
of Dhanbad district of Jhakhand. Alura bronze images has largest number
of representation of Rishavnatha including in one in which he has been
shown in the company of Mahavira. The site was discovered in 1947
while earth was being dug to make clay for building purpose. '

Ichagarh in Chandil in Seraikela district has scores of Jain temples
dating the 9th to 11th centuries, many of which were submerged in the
late nineties of the last century by the water of Chandil dam. Hundred of
large statues of Jain tirthankaras in black Rajmahal stone have
disappeared, outside the submergence area there are remains of a temple
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and a fort. The chandil dam has caused submergence of unknown number
of Jaina Sacred sites.’> The Saraka (Shravaka) caste of Singhbhum were
original followers of Jainism. In Medieval times a number of Jain temples
were constructed in this district. Upto 8th and 9th Cent. A.D. the followers
of [ainisrn had a strong footing in this district. Due to the political changes
Jain temples were destroyed, and followers of Jainism were persecuted.
Those who stayed were also scattered and became known as the Sarakas."

In addition to above mentioned Jain sites there are several sites like
Barakar in Giridih district, Dulmi P.O. Chandil, Itkhori in Hazaribagh to
name the few. The Jain sites in Jharkhand are placed in the post Pala and
Pre Mughal period (Twelfth to sixteenth century) but in the context of
history of Jainism and its developing into an organized religion in this
very area under prominent Jain Tirthankarars particularly Parsavanath
and Mahavir in the eighth and seventh century B.C. can be placed earlier
period. Jainism would have predated Buddhism in the area since it was
not religion of Pala Sena Period. The Sravak adivasis of South Jharkhand
in Seraikela, Bundu, Tamar, Singhbhum and adjoining Bengal and Orissa
were the earliest Jains . Often in Jharhand Buddhist and Jain deities are
worshipped as Hindu deities. From fourth to the sixth cent AD. the Jain
Community moved to western, central and south India where Jainism
rose to greater prominence than in Bihar (Ninth to Twelfeth cent). Much
later after Pala Sena period Jainism returned to Bihar. During this gap
many old Jain sites became sites of Brahmincal worship during the Gupta
Age (between 4th to Eighth cent A.D.) and sites of Buddhist prominence
during the Pala Sena period and Jains began to look Parasnath hills as a
refuge. The old devotees of these religion had been Brahmanised.'

The excavation of the Jain sites and thorough research on Jain
Tirtharkars can throw light as to why and to what extent Jainism was
popular in this area.
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The Impact of climate change
in Jharkhand

Dr. Kamala Gupta*

C limate change is proving out to be one of the greatest challenges
faced by the global community today, the analysis of past trends
and the current erratic behavior in climate events shows that changes
being experienced in the climate of Jharkhand is a proof of natural climate
variability prevailing in the state. Studies shows that Jharkhand is in
precarious situation due to its high climate sensitivity and vulnerability,
combined with low adaptive capacity, The state is already suffering due
to its high dependence on mineral resources. Further the forest and water
resources in the state are facing threat due to industrial and urban growth
and being uneven in distribution both temporally and spatially. Climate
change is one of the biggest challenges ever faced by the human race.
The climate change models suggest that the direct short term impacts of
the climate change will be on fresh water availability, food security,
biodiversity and human health.!

The state of Jharkhand was created in the year 2000 A.D. by
bifurcating the hilly and plateau region of Bihar state. As per the state of
forest survey of India, Jharkhand ranked 10" among all the states and
union territories of India considering the area under forest cover. Earlier
in Jharkhand forest played major role in absorbing excess carbon dioxide
and balancing the temperature difference but unfortunately due to
deforestation in large scale in Jharkhand there has been increase of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere many fold.? The forest areas of Jharkhand are
unevenly distributed. Bokaro has only 4.4% of area under forest, Dhanbad
12.72%, Deoghar 9.5% and Ranchi 23.37% of area under vegetation. At
the survey and settlement (1902-1910) the area under forest in Ranchi

* Associate Professor, Univ. Department of History, Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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district approximated to about 2.281 sq miles, i.e. about 32% of total land
area of the district. At revisional survey and settlement (1927-1935) this
area shrank to about 1,956 square miles i.e. 27 percent of the total land
area. Thus during a period of 25 years 325 sqaure miles of forest had
disappeared. When the forest were notified under the Bihar private Forest
Act 1946 and the demarcation was done about 1,065 sq miles of reserve
forests disappeared. Now it has reached up to 23 percent and gradually
decreasing furthur.? Forests are a source as well as store of carbon and
other green house gases. The trees and plant used carbon dioxide for
making their food, but due to deforestation the scenario has changed in
Jharkhand. Rise in temperature, average rainfall in most part of
Jharkhand state and low rain accelerate soil erosion, loss of habitat and
species and range odd secondary effects for example biodiversity is lost.*
The estimation are based on the satellite data of November 2008 -Jan
2009. This does not mean that only deforestation in causing warming
phenomenon. Fact is that with deforestation green house gases carbon
dioxide is also increasing.

Earlier these forests use to trap excess carbon dioxide to extent which
balanced the temperature.” Most of the places in Jharkhand is a plateau
area having heights of 400 meters to 800 meters above the sea level, such
heights receive more solar radiation than plain. Generally, it is in the
form of sunlight the warmth can be felt. The place will have stable
temperature so long as there is an approximate balance between the
energy received from the sun and that returned of space. In Jharkhand
state excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere prevents some of the extra
energy going back to space. This phenomenon increase the temperature
of the place either for short period or sometimes for long period.® Climate
change in the recent past may be detected by corresponding change in
settlement and agriculture patterns. Archaeological evidence, oral history
and historical documents can offer insights into past changes in the
climate. Climate change effects have been linked to the collapse of various
civilization.” The fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel
of Climate Change (IPCC 2007) has confirmed many uncertainties about
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climate change. The various climate models predict that it is a great
problem that cannot be avoided completely. It is now very clear that the
anthropogenic green house gases ( mostly Co, ) are responsible for weather
pattern shifts and global mean temperature rise (UNFCCC, 2007)%. The
impact of the climate change (as described by the IPCC) will have
implications with severe negative externalities on the whole of the state.
Sectors dependent on natural resources (ie. vegetation, water resources,
rains and land) will be the worst sufferers whereas other sectors will
have to adapt the weather pattern shifts and temperature rise.” The
analysis of the past trends and current erratic behavior in climate events
shows that changes being experienced in the climate of Jharkhand™ In
Jharkhand two issue prominently fgure all over the state-the rising
temperature and poor power situation. The extreme heat wave which is
considered usual phenomena of the summer months has been identified
with some unusual features nowadays, which may lead to long term
climate changes not just in the state but throughout the east and central
India. Complete absence of pre-monsoon system, regular and gradual
rise in temperature, unusual high moisture levels and absence of clouds
are some of the key factors noted by experts.” The newly formed centre
of excellence in climatology at B. I. T. Mesra and the department of
agriculture physics at Birsa Agriculture University have decided to join
hands to study the underlying reasons leading to this apparent
abnormality. A scientist at the centre of excellence in climatology, Manoj
Kumar, said “We are collecting necessary data in the lower atmospheric
level to understand the abnormality.”*?> Jharkhand has strategic
importance in terms of monsoon over rest of the country.

The high temperature is not that abnormal as the moisture content
is very high, relative humidity recorded in the morning is around 88-90,
whereas by afternoon it is coming down 60%. This range of relative
humidity is noticed in the rainy months and we can conclude the despite
formation of moisture it is not attaining the suitable height to take shape
of cloud and precipitate as rain.”* It is evident that maximum annual
rainfall (82.2% with the average of 1149.3mm) was received during South
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West monsoon reason (June to Sep) and only 6.5% (average amount of
rainfall 92.3mm) was received during North East monsoon (Oct to Dec)
months in the state. The remaining rain was received in winter (3.7%
with average of 52.4mm), from January to Feb and summer (7.5% with
average of 104.7mm) from the March to May, respectively. Hence, the
state receives maximum of rain during monsoon and only 17.7% of the
annual rainfall received during other reasons.™

Agriculture in Jharkhand is heavily monsoon dependent; majority
of state's agriculture production being confined of Kharif season (June-
September) as during this period region receive 80-82% of the annual
rainfall. Also mono-cropping dominates (40% of the area is under mono
crop), the agriculture system as only 6-10% of the agriculture area is
supported by irrigation infrastructure. Raising a second crop ( rabi
season crop Oct-Nov to March-April) in most part of Jharkhand is not
possible because of undependable rains during seasons other than
monsoon.” Lack of irrigation facilities add to the woes of the rural
economy and this result in large scale rain fed dependent monoculture
that is practiced across the state. The culmination of the constraints is
reflected in large scale diversion of rural human resources towards non-
agriculture activities. Only 12% of the rural labours make their living
from agricultural activities where as 48% of the labours are engaged in
non-agriculture casual wage employment. Increase in frequency and
severity of extreme weather events like heat wave unexpected rise in
temperature in summer months, right from mid March onwards, hail
storm (decreased frequency but increased severity) drastic decrease in
pre monsoon rainfall and cold wave / frost in winter restricted the
agriculture productivity in the state.

Despite being an agrarian state, Jharkhand faces very poorly in
terms of irrigation of its agriculture land. Agriculture is although
backbone of the rural economy but lack due to of modernization suffers
with low productivity.’* Many wild plants and medicinal plants may
go extinct, many scientists have reported that nitrogen oxide in carbon
dioxide enriched air reduced the growth of several horticulture species.

10 1
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Scientists found that, with tomato nitric-oxide reduced the photo-
synthesis rate by 38% so how can threat of climate change can be
reduced.'” Increase in the mean seasonal temperature can reduce the
yield. Climate change through alternations in atmospheric composition
can also influence food production directly by its impacts on plant
physiology.

Climate change scenario includes higher temperature, change in
precipitation and higher atmosphere, Co, concentration have a direct
effect on growth rate of crops plants and weeds. There are three ways
in which the green house effect may be important for agriculture. First
increased atmospheric Co, concentration can have a direct effect on
the growth rate of crop, plants and weeds. Secondly, Co, included
changes of climate may alter level of temperature, rainfall and sunshine
that can influence plant and animal productivity.’® The fourth
assessment report of inter governmental panel on climate change (IPCC
2007) has confirmed many uncertainty about climate change. The
various climate change models predict that it is a great problem that
cannot be avoided completely. It is very clear that an anthropogenic
green house gases (mostly Co,) are responsible for weather pattern shifts
and global mean temperature rise (UNFCCC, 2007) because of increased
CHC concentration, the global surface temperature increased about
0.74C (plus or minus 0.18c) since the late 19" century and the linear
trend for past 50 yrs of 13-c (plus or minus 0.03-c) per-decade in really
twice that for the past 100 yrs."”” Climate change is already apparent in
Jharkhand. There is reported rise in average rainfall in parts of the state.
This increase is not only undeniably steady but also significant and has
potential of changing the agriculture pattern. The rainfall data available
for Ranchi region for last five decades clearly indicated the average
rainfall has been rising steadily and now the state gets 30% more rainfall
than what it was getting in 60-s. But the precipitation trends of the state
as a whole show a very different trend.

The annual precipitation in the state have gone down significantly,
monsoon rains have been the biggest shifts. Although there is an increase
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in winter rainfall but the change is not very significant for the
agriculture purpose. An increase in winter temperature of 0.05c could
cause 10% reduction in wheat production. Similarly increase in air
temperature by 03.c above would reduce maizeyield. Rise in
temperature by 5c would reduce mustard yield by 20% similarly
maximum temperature which has increased in Jharkhand may have
adverse effect on rice yield. Appearance of new strains of disease / pests,
Beetle in Arhar. Sheeth Blight and Rust in kharif maize Alternaria Blight
in Rapeseed - Mustard, Swarming, caterpillar in Rice have been
observed in Jharkhand. However, as per the research result increase in
both maximum and minimum temperature during the growing period
of wheat has been found negatively correlated with yield.? The impact
of agriculture on biodiversity - genetic, species and ecosystem - has
emerged as an important environmental issue. Agriculture has the
potential to act both as a source and as a sink for several of the
atmospheric green house gases that are believed to be responsible for
climate change. Agricultural activities relate to green house gas
concentration in the following ways (i) soils are an important natural
source of and reservoir for carbon (ii) Methane is emitted from livestock
and liquid manure (iii) Nitrous oxide is released from nitrogen fertilizes
and (iv) Carbon dioxide is released from the burning of fossil fuels in
farming activities.”!

Transportation is responsible for significant release of carbon
monoxide nitrogen oxide, carbon dioxide and benzene. In addition to
this nitrogen oxides react in sunlights to produce a third pollution
ground level ozone in the smog. Transportation also contributes green
house gases in form of carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide, sulphurdioxide
(So,) particulate and chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) the latter from air
conditioner leaks and blowing agents used in vehicle manufacturing-
for example in Jamshedpur air emissions from transportation are linked
directly to health problems in the form of bronchial and lungs disorders,
urban smog, with its attendant damage to vegetation and human health
global warming.? After the formation of Jharkhand motor vehicles have

12 1
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increased many fold. Ranchi topped the list of increasing in vehicles
registration. Climate change and mining activity in Jharkhand - the
vulnerability and risk of mining sector of Jharkhand in light of
impending climate change impacts. Generally, climate change effects
will be associated with reduced efficiency, increased operation cost and
slowing of mining expansion into new areas. Emissions from mining
activity is a big source of global CHC emissions. Green house gases
(GHGs) emissions from mining are due to the energy used in extracting
in minerals. Specific to coal mining, methane emissions take place
during the extraction process (fugitive emissions). Since methane's CHC
emissions potential is 21 times more than of coal, hence the total emissions
from coal mining is huge specific to mining activity in Jharkhand.
Initiative have been taken by the Jharkhand state government to enhance
and improve the status of forest in the state because Forest are a source
as well as store of carbon and other GHS gases.

Abbreviations :
® CHC - Chlorohydro Carbon

® Co, - Carbon dioxide

® So, - Sulphur dioxide

® CFS, - Chlorofluro Sulphure trihydrate
® GHGs - Green House gases
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Situating Persia in Anglo-Russian
Agreement of 1907 and International
Diplomacy (1899-1914)

Dr. Kundan Kumar Thakur*

T he Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907 is an important phenomenon

in the field of international diplomacy. The traditional rivals, Britain
and Russia, were willing to come to an understanding on Persian affairs
for the sake of their “greater interests”!. For some years prior to 1899, the
position acquired by Great Britain was being quietly assailed on all sides
by the activities of various foreign powers - Germany, France and notably
by Russia, with which we are now concerned.? Owing to the above facts
the British Government, for the last seventy years, prior to 1907 was afraid
of an invasion of India by Russia. After Napoleon’s death, this fear of
Russia had always been the cause of great anxiety of the British foreseeing
the prospect of the Russian neighbourhood in Eastern and Southern
Persia.’

The British Government’s interest in Afghanistan, Tibet and Persian
Gulf was another point of anxiety for both the partners of the agreement.
British interests in the Persian Gulf were many. For example, British
position in the Persian Gulf was regarded as “vital to the safety of India”.
By February 1900 Russia had attempted several times to gain a foothold in
the Gulf, but had failed.

Russian warships continued their movement in the Gulf. Sir Edward
Grey, the British Foreign Secretary, regarded the establishment of a naval
base or a “fortified port in the Gulf by any other power as a very grave
menace to the British interests”* and was “anxious that in the Convention
an article should be inserted by which Russia would recognize special
interests in the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf”.

* Associate Professor, University Department of History, Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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The German designs to prove herself a power to be felt in the seas
and her growing interest in the Middle East added another dimension of
compulsion for Great Britain and Russia to reach an agreement. Germany
was determined to challenge Great Britain’s rule of the seas. In 1898 and
1900 Berlin launched its programme of naval rearmament. The “big navy”
policy was the pet child of Admiral von Tirpitz, Secretary of the Navy
from 1897 to 1916, who was supported by Kaiser Wilhelm. German
determination to penetrate into Middle East alarmed both Russia and
Great Britain, especially Great Britain.®

Russia’s interests in reaching an agreement with Great Britain were
manifold. Izvolsky, the Russian Foreign Minister (1906-1910), believed
in the need for friendship with Great Britain’ not only because he felt
that Russia was greatly weakened by its war with Japan and the Franco-
Russian Alliance, had consequently lost weight as compared with the
Triple Alliance but also he suspected that Japan was preparing for a new
struggle in the Far East®. It was also felt by the Russian foreign diplomats
that victory of Japan in the Russo-Japanese war had made a great impact
on the Persian nationalists and, thus, had weakened the Russian grip
over the Persian affair.’ Great Britain, too, found the time most opportune
to exploit the situation for beginning the discussion of a Convention with
Russia for the protection of the Indian frontiers. Furthermore, the fact
that both Russia and Great Britain were linked to France-the former by
an alliance of 1897 and the latter by the Entente cordiale of 1904-seemed
to favour friendly co-operation between St. Petersburg and London.™

After exchange of several drafts, official negotiations between Great
Britain and Russia since June 1906, ground was prepared for the signing
of the Convention on August 31, 1907 at Petersburg. “While the Anglo-
French Treaty of 1904 included the world in its embrace, the Anglo-Russian
Treaty was confined to Persia, Afghanistan and Tibet, for it was in the
Middle East alone that friction remained, the pact of 1907, though more
limited in scope than that of 1904, achieved a similar result by cleaning off
the slate, the causes of antagonism between the two historic rivals.”"

On September 4, 1907 it was made public at Tehran, and despite its
carefully worded assurance of respect, for the integrity and independence
of Persia, this famous document produced a most painful impression on
the Persian people.'?



Situating Persiain Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907 and | nternational Diplomacy (1899-1914)

The importance to subsequent history of this much-discussed
agreement was such that the parts most vitally affecting Persia were
inserted there.

Convention:

His majesty the king of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and the British dominions beyond the seas, Emperor of India and
his majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, animated by the sincere desire
to settle by mutual agreement different questions concerning the interests
of their states on the continent of Asia, have determined to conclude
agreements destined to prevent all causes of misunderstanding between
Great Britain and Russia in regard to the questions referred to, and the
nominated for this purpose their respective plenipotentiaries.

His majesty the king of United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and of the British dominions beyond the seas, Emperor of India, the
Honourable Sir Arthure Nicolson, His majesty’s ambassador
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to his majesty of the emperor of Russia.

His majesty the emperor of all the Russias, the master of his Alexander
Izvolsky, minister for foreign affairs, who having communicated to each
other their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed on the
following.

Arrangement Concerning Persia :

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia having mutually
engaged to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and sincerely
desiring the preservation of order throughout that country and its
peaceful development, as well as the permanent establishment of equal
advantages for the trade industry of all nations;

Considering that each of them has, for geographical and economic
reasons a special interest in the maintenance of peace and order in certain
provinces of Persia adjoining, or in the neighborhood, the Russian frontier
on the one hand, and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan on the
other hand; and being desirous of avoiding all causes of conflict between
their respective interests in the above-mentioned provinces of Persia;

Have agreed on the following terms:
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I

Great Britain engages not to seek for herself, and not to support in
favour of British subjects, or in favour of the subjects of third powers,
any concessions of a political or commercial nature......such as concessions
for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance & C....beyond
a line starting from Kasar-i-shirin; passing Isfahan, Yezd, Kakhk, and
ending at a point on the Persia frontier at the intersection of the Russian
and Afghan frontiers, and not to oppose, directly or indirectly, demands
for similar concessions in this region which are supported by the Russian
Government. It is understood that the above-mentioned places are
included in the region in which Great Britain engages not to seek the
concessions referred to.

I1

Russia, on her part, engages not to seek herself, and not to support in
favour of Russian subjects, or in favour of the subjects of third powers,
any coneessions of a political or commerical nature-such as concessions
for railway, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance, & C....beyond
a line going from the the Afghan frontier by way of Gazik, Birjand,
Kerman, and ending at Bandar Abbas, and not to oppose directly or
indirectly, demands for similar concessions in this region which are
supported by the British Government. It is understood that the above-
mentioned places are included in the region in which Russia engages not
to seek the concession referred to.

II1

Russia, on her part, engages not to oppose, without previous
arrangement with Great Britain, the grant of any concessions whatever
to British subjects in the regions of Persia, situated between the lines
mentioned in Article I and II.

Great Britain undertakes a similar engagement as regards the grant
of concessions to Russian subjects in the same region of Persia.

All concessions existing at present in the region indicated Articles I
and II are maintained.
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IV

It is understood that the revenues of all the Persian customs, with
the exception of those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, revenues
guaranteeing the amortisation and the interest of the loans concluded by
the Government of the Shah with the Banque ‘d" Escompete et des prets de
perse up to the date signature of the present arrangement, shall be directed
to the same purpose as in the past.

It is equally understood that the revenues of the Persian customs of
Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf as well as those of the fisheries on the
Persian shore of the Caspian sea and those of the posts and telegraphs,
shall be demoted, as in the past, to the service of the loans concluded by
the Government of the Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia upto the
date of the signature of the present arrangement.

\"

In the event of irregularities occurring in the amortisation or the
payment of the interest of the Persian loans concluded with the Bangue
‘d” Escompete et des Prets de Perse and with the Imperial Bank of Persia
up to the date of the signature of the present arrangement, and in the
event of the necessity arising for Russia to establish control over the
sources of revenue guaranteeing the regular service of the loans
concluded with first named bank, and situated in the region mentioned
in Article II of the present arrangement, as for Great Britain to establish
control over the sources of revenue guaranteeing the regular service
of the loans concluded with the second-name bank, and situated in the
region mentioned in Article I of present arrangement, the British and
Russian Governments undertake to enter before hand into friendly
exchange of ideas with a view to determine, in agreement with each
other, the measure of control in question and to avoid all interference
which would not be in conformity with the principles governing the
present arrangement.

The other clauses of the Convention refer to Afghanistan and Tibet.

This Convention was made purely between Russia and England, and
ostensibly to arrange questions concerning their respective “interests”
...all self-created —in Persia, and other countries, as between themselves.
To it Persia was not a party, either directly or in any manner. In fact, the
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Majlis was in total ignorance of the conclusion of the Convention until its
unheralded publication in Tehran on September 4th™.

Division of Persia into spheres of influence :

The Anglo-Russian Agreement divided Persia into three zones.
Although the two countries promised to respect Persian independence,
and to uphold the open door, England undertook not to interfere in, or
attempt to secure concessions in the North, which became Russia’s
sphere of influence, while Russia made similar pledges in respect of a
smaller area in the South-east, which became the British sphere. The
rest of the country was to neutral zone, open to the commerce of both
powers. The Russian zone was far larger and richer than the British
and included Tehran, the capital of Persia. This was a consequence of
the fact that Russia by the time of Convention possessed far superior
influence in Persia. Russia had already penetrated all the spheres
allotted to it and was rapidly expanding into the regions beyond. Its
main attraction in 1907, although it was known to be a region of oil
fields, the full richness of which became apparent only subsequently.
Many Englishmen such as Lord Curzon and Mr. H.F.B. Lynch, who were
well acquainted with Persian affairs, sharply criticized the Convention
even on the floor of the House of Lords. Mr. Lynch, in a very eloquent
speech in the House of commons on February 14, 1908 concluded, “Let
us hope that this Convention may lead to better relations with Russia,
and that she may realize and respect the substantial grounds for our
fears. I am afraid that it can scarcely tend to improve our relations
with Persia. Persia is the ghost at the feast which we are celebrating
with Russia in honour of Convention. While the eating is in progress
and the toasts are being exchanged, this small nation-which has
contributed so much to the artistic and intellectual wealth of the world,
and whose prospects looked at least promising before this Convention
was signed... is lying between life and death, parcelled out , almost
dismembered, helpless and friendless at our feet”.'* Criticising the
Agreement Curzon charged that “we had thrown away the efforts of
diplomacy and our trade for more than a century, and handed over to
Russia not only the route from Bhaghdad but also the important marts
of Isfahan and Yazd”™.
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The Anglo-Russian Agreement, in so far it affected Persia, was
tantamount to a partition of that unfortunate country and that seems to
have been at first the general impression, not only in Persia, but also in
England, and the cartoon which appeared in Punch on October 2, 1907,
fairly represented this impression. The British lion and the Russian bear
are represented as mauling between them an unhappy Persian cat, and
the lion is saying”, you can play with his head, and I can play with his
tail, and we can both stroke the small of his back, “while the poor cat
moans”, I do not remember having been consulted about this.”*°. But the
Convention ~ was favourably received in Russia. The Russian Duma
welcomed Izvolsky’s speech and his mention of the Convention amid
applause and shouts of “bravo”?, Judging from what had been demanded
by some “Russian imperialists” during the course of negotiations, it may
be safely assumed that even in Russia the Convention met with some
criticism as these imperialists had demanded that Persia should have
come entirely under Russian influence’®.

Anglo-Russian Agreement and Persia:

The area in which it proved most difficult to implement the policy
of the Anglo-Russian Convention was Persia, for it was there that the
two powers had the most important economic interests, and there that
their representatives right down to the conclusion of the Persian
arrangement, were engaged more or less openly on opposing side in
the Persian constitution struggle. Keeping in view their commercial,
financial and political involvement, it was practically impossible for
them to retreat for a policy of total non-intervention.

The two considerations made for a degree of co-operation between
these two powers were (1) If the policy of détente was not applied in
Persia, the two Governments would eventually be faced with the
uncomfortable choice between an open confrontation and a formal
partition, (2) If they did not co-operate, it would be impossible to concert
their action in defence of their mutual interests against the intrusion of
third parties, of whom the one specifically envisaged was Germany.
Thus the situation in Tehran and the wider policy of the Convention
both required a substantial revision of established attitudes, to enable
Russia and Great Britain to agree on a common policy towards both
sides in the constitutional struggle, just waiting ahead. One more factor
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that tied them together for the time being was the appointment of a
French financial advisor named Bizot by the Government of Persia.
Germany on its parts, too, was attempting from all corners to secure
the post for its own nominee.

Unrest in Persia (1908-1909):

Soon after the publication of the Agreement of 1907, the Persian
people decidedly resented having their country partitioned. Especially
the Persian nationalists received it with digust. They accused the British
of abandoning their cause and of compromising with Russia to partition
their country. In fact the Convention did, to some extent, inhabit Russian
activity in Persia-Izvolsky, who had no wish to alienate England at the
outset, managed to restrain the Russian army from sending troops to
Persia to crush the revolutionaries, and did co-operate with England in
December 1907 to press the Shah to abide by the constitution. But
Mohammed Ali Shah, with the active encouragement of the Russian
Minister in Tehran, N.G. Hartwig, who could not keep up the spirit of his
boss Izvolsky, remained determined to overthrow the constitution
conceded by his father Muzaffar-ud-Din during the revolutionary
upheavals of 1906. When he took over as the Shah of Persia on January
19, 1907, he was well aware of the fact the Russian camp was opposed to
the constitutional Government in Persia. He was very much assured and
optimistic of the Anglo-Russian co-operation in his move. Though Great
Britain had no such intention to get the constitutional Government of
Persia ruined, but Britain was not ready to favour the new order at the
cost of Russian antagonism. Thus, Mohammed Ali Shah decided to defy"
and destroy the Majlis.”

Coup (1908):

On 15 December, 1907 the Shah attempted his first coup against the
Majlis and the nationalist Government. The Shah summoned the cabinet
to the palace. He arrested a group of envoys sent by the Majlis to negotiate
with him and sent into exile the liberal Prime Minister Naser-UI-Mulk
with the help of Persian Cossack brigade, a body of 1200 to 1800 Persians,
commanded by the Russian army, which also allowed and incited a
reactionary mob of hired ruffians, mostly muleteers and grooms.?!
Meanwhile the Shah’s hired ruffians started a disturbance in the “Gun
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Square”, in the Central part of Tehran and began an agitation against
the Majlis.*? No adequate steps were taken, however, to occupy
Baharistan-the building where the deputies held their sessions. So, when
the Majlis sat as usual on the following day, being acquainted with the
intension of the Shah to storm and ruin the constitutional body, Majlis
people from all walks of life took up arms and protected all the approaches
and entrances of Baharistan. Neither the Shah’s hired destructive mob nor
the Persian Cossacks could dare to attack the Majlis. As a result, a truce was
declared on the December 18, 1907 by the Shah, after receiving visits from
the French the Turkish Ambassadors. The Shah agreed to send in exile and
dismiss some of his court favourites and Minister, to punish the ruffians,
to bring the Cossack Birgade and other royal troops under the Ministry of
War, and again to send to the Magjlis a solemn, sealed oath to obey the
constitution. On December 20, 1907 after order had been restored, a new
cabinet was proposed by the Shah, with Nizam-us-Saltana as Prime
Minister. The Majlis continued in its conciliatory attitude towards the Shah,
but fresh incidents continued to arise.”

Towards the end of May, 1908, each party had formulated certain
demands upon the other, and it was agreed that both the Royalists and
the Constitutionalists should act simultaneously in complying with them.
On June 1, therefore, the Shah reluctantly dismissed a number of his
reactionary courtiers, the one most hated by the people, Amir Bahadur
Jang, taking refuge in the Russian Legation.

On the following day began the open intervention of the Russian and
British Legation which so directly contributed to the overthrow of the
Majlis and the bombardment of the Baharistan by the Cossack Brigade
just three weeks later,** when on June 23rd over 1000 cossacks and other
troops surrounded the Majlis, opened fire killing a number of
nationalists.?

Riots and Revolts:

Meanwhile riots had broken out in the provinces, principally at Resht,
Kirman, lafahan and Tabriz-from which latter place the deposition of
the Shah was announced, and from where a force of 300 horsemen was
dispatched to Teheran to defend the Constitution.
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The prospects at this time for the restoration of constitutional
Government were decidedly poor, and it is little wonder that the Persian
people in Teheran felt that their last hope had gone.?® At Tabriz, the next
important city in Persia after the capital, street fighting broke out between
the Nationalists and the Royalists on the very day that Colonel Liakhoff
was bombarding the Majlis at Tehran.

In October, 1908, it began to be rumoured that Russia intended
sending troops to intervene at Tabriz, on the ground that the Russian
council considered that there was serious and imminent danger to
Europeans. During this period the Russian consul general, Mons
Pokhitonoff, was found to be intriguing with the Royalists to supply them
with arm and ammunition. The Nationalist forces were careful to respect
foreign lives and property, and there is ample testimony from Europeans
to the effect that a remarkable degree of order was maintained under the
local constitutional Government. In the latter part of November
1908 despite the arrival of the Cossacks and guns to reinforce the besiegers
of the city, the Tabriz Nationalists continued to win victories. Thus time
was given to the Nationalists in other provincial centres to formulate
their plans, and during the next four months they succeeded in gaining
control also of Resht, Isfahan, Lar and later at Shiraz, Hamadan, Meshed,
Asterabad, Bandar-i-Abbas, and Bushire.?

On January 5, 1909, two chiefs of the Bankhtiyari Tribesmen, the
Samsamu’s-Saltana and the Zarghamu’s-Saltana, with 1,000 of their men,
were in possession of the city of Isfahan, and the so-called Royal troops
were dispersed. The Bakhtiyaris had decided to side with the Nationalists.
At Resht, in the north, the Nationalist movment was aided by that
remarkable personage, the Sipahdar-i-Azam, who, a few months before,
had been in command of the Shah’s forces besieging Tabriz.?®

On April 29 a Russian force, composed of four squadrons of Cossacks,
three battalions of infantry, two batteries of artillery, and a company of
sappers, arrived outside Tabriz and entered the city on the following day.
The Russian Government gave the most explicit assurances that the
troops would remain only so long as might be necessary to guarantee the
security of the lives and property of foreign consulates and their subjects,
and that they would abstain from taking part in the political conflict.
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As a result of a strong note presented to the Shah by the Russian and
British Legations on April 22 the Shah, on May 10, again solemnly
promised to restore and observe the Constitution, but the Nationalist
leaders and the people had by this time lost all confidence in his pledges.”

Refuge and Abdication of the Shah:

On July 16,1909 at 8.30 a.m. the Shah, with a large body of his soldiers
and attendants, took refuge in the Russian Legation in Zargundeh, few
miles outside the city, and thus abdicated his throne. He had previously
obtained the consent of the Legation to his doing this. Both Russian and
British flags were hoisted over the Russian Minister’s house as soon as it
was occupied by the Shah. In the meantime, Colonel Liakhoff had
practically surrendered to the Nationalist leaders, and had formally
accepted service under the new Government, agreeing to act under the
direct orders of the Minister of War. Later the same evening an extra-
ordinary meeting took place at the Baharistan grounds, and the Shah
was formally deposed. His son, Sultan Ahmad Mirza, aged twelve, was
proclaimed his successor, and Azadu-ul-Mulk, the venerable head of the
Qajar family, was declared Regent.

Thus, on July 16, 1909, the apparently lost cause of Constitutionalism
in Persia had been suddenly revived, and by a display of courage,
patriotism, and skill by the soldiers of the people, their hopes for a
representative Government had been resorted, almost overnight. The
grant of asylum to Mohammed Ali Shah by Russia, the Russo-British
pressure which compelled the national Government of Persia to grant a
pension to the deposed Shah, and protection effected to him by Russian
and British-Indian army in his safe exit from Persia.

Conclusions:

First, the Anglo-Russian Convention and the so called economic
spheres of interests of Britain and Russia in Persia, was a political partition
rather than an economic one.*® Second, the two powers committed great
injustice with the Persian nation.* Third, for their imperialistic designs
in Asia, they violated their own assurances regarding the non-interference
in the internal affairs of Persia.*? Fourth, apart from any considerations
relating to the balance of power in Europe, the British Government
regarded the Russian understanding as both necessary and advantageous
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for their whole future in Asia.* Finally, we may add here that the British
Government was ready to make compromises with Russia, even a pro-
German combination on the part of Russia in Europe, for the defence of
her Indian empire.*

The happenings in Persia from 1907 to 1910 and the Anglo-Russian
relations in the light of the working of Anglo-Persian Agreement did not
create enthusiasm in the British foreign office as far as the British Indian
interests were concerned. The British Indian foreign department thought
it a kind of surrender to the Russians for no gain, rather this ‘surrender’
had drawn the Russian invasion of India nearer.> They were of the opinion
that for the same reasons that were the cause of Japan’s victory over
Russia, England has made Russia victorious over herself. Letter of Sir E.
Grey to Mr. Nicolson, the British Ambassador at St. Petersburg too
acknowledged this in the following words:

“Russian conduct in Persia was not different from what it had been
before to Anglo-Russian Agreement, the trouble was now that this
conduct was held to concern us in a way that it had not been done before.
In previous days British Government had not been held responsible for
Russian dealings with Persia, all they had been required to do was to
guard against the defence of India being prejudiced by what happened
in Persia. There was constant trouble in the house of commons and
sometimes it seemed as if the Agreement would end by making matters
worse between Britain and Russia. The Russian view of the situation was
that as long as they kept to their own sphere and we were secure on the
Indian side they ought not to be worried.”>*

There were, however, areas in which traditional Anglo-Russian
rivalry reappered. At times the Anglo-Russian friendship was
considerably ruffled. This was due in no small degree to the Russian
understanding with Germany in regard to the Teheran-Khanagqin railway,
which constituted the heart of the Potsdam Agreement, signed on August
19, 1911. By this agreement Russia formally bound itself not to obstruct
the Baghdad Railway, while Germany admitted Russian’s special interests
in Persia. Russia was to obtain the concession for the Teheran-Khanaqin
line from the Persian Government. Then it was to begin work on the line
within two years and to complete it within four years of the opening of
the branch planned to join Khanaqin with Baghdad. While the
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negotiations for the agreement were progressing, Sir Edward Grey
expressed his disappointment by saying that Great Britain had no legal
title to protest against German control of the proposed line but that such
control would give Germany financial and political influence in Persia
and added, “Germany is strengthened, England weakened. But I make
no reproaches. I only ask Russia to keep exclusive control of the line in
Persia. A Turkish army under German Officers with the use of a railway
to Teheran would be a danger. Germany must not have privileges in the
Russian sphere which England did not get in 1907”3

Russia, however, was undisturbed, Sazonov took the view that the
project would probably take ten to fifteen years to complete and he,
therefore could not see the danger of German influence in the immediate
future and thus Russia had plenty of time to take measures for her
definitive control of the Persian markets. To this end, Russia pressed for
a concession for a railway to link Tabriz via Julfa. By 1907 Tabriz had
been joined to Erivan and Tiflis. On February6, 1913, the concession was
granted, and Russian advanced Rs. 200,000 to Persia. Faced with Sir
Edward Grey’s complaint that the Government of ‘Ala” al-Saltanah had
favoured Russia over Great Britain, Persia three days later, granted to a
British Syndicate a concession for a railway from Mohammarah to
Khoramabad. The increasing rivalry and friction between Britain and
Russia suggested that there might be a revival of the antagonism that
had characterized their relations prior to the 1907 Convention. But this
was not to be. The outbreak of the First World War found them fighting
on the same side.

Thus, in 1914, when the First World War (1914-18) broke out, Persia
was nominally independent. A sort of Russo-British condominium had
been established even after the repeated British Indian Government’s
appeal to its foreign office in Great Britain and lengthy debates in the
House of Commons to keep Russians away from concentrating in Persia.*®
Sir Edward Grey diverted the attention of the House towards the so-
called “sprit of the Agreement’. He pleaded in 1912 that the real object of
the Agreement was that the two powers should not disturb their interests
and their frontier in Asia had been achieved. So long as the Indian frontier
was safe, he was ready to allow Russia to follow her desired policy in
Persia.* By 1914, Persia was really run by the British and Russian

28




Situating Persiain Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907 and | nternational Diplomacy (1899-1914)

Legations. A large number of the Russian troops were stationed in
northern Persia. The oil-fields in southern Persia were being guarded by
British-Indain troops. Persia had only two efficient military forces. One
was the Cossack Brigade, Commanded by Russian Officers, while the other
was, Swedish Gendarmerie with Swedish Officers.* Both were subject to
foreign influence. The Persian troops which were commanded by native
officers only, were of no military use. And there was no Navy.* Under
these conditions the Shah of Persia announced on November 1, 1914, by
a Firman that Pesia would be neutral in the War.*? But the Persian
neutrality meant little and could not deter the big powers using the
country as a field for military operations.*
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The Bihar Earthquake of 1934: Gandhi's
Approach to Disaster Management

Dr. Sujata Singh*

T he fierceness and consequent disruption caused by the earthquake
of 15" January 1934 of Bihar had drawn the attention of entire
nation. Approximately one crore people in the population of millions
had been struck hard in the area of 3,000 square miles. A major portion
of north Bihar was devastated. Monghyr, Champaran, Patna and
Darbhanga were badly affected areas. Twenty thousand lives were lost.!
The damage caused to all means of transportation i.e. railways, roads,
bridges and telegraph lines, had made the timely communication during
this catastrophe very difficult. It resulted in getting suitable and timely
rescue operations start even more complicated.”? The delay in removing
the debris had increased the number of perished. Apart from this the
changes that had appeared in the constitution of land was alarming.
There was need of a long-term strategy in this direction to bring economy
of area back on the lines. ‘Fissures at some places, deep and wide enough
to engulf men and animals opened in the ground and vast tracts of land,
were covered with water which gushed out of the bowels of the earth,
and sand was thrown up from below the earth’s crust covering the field
so thickly that ploughs could not reach the soil’.* Muzaffarpur was worst
hit. “At some place rivers bed got dry; the high lands became low and
vice versa. Cultivable fertile lands became barren and sanded up’.* At
Sitamarhi the Sugar Mills were badly damaged while the district was
having a bumper sugar crop after a few years.”

The mood of despair was apparent. It badly needed an all around
strategy to bring a ray of hope in the lives of ‘suffering humanity’. They
required both financial aid as well as a psychological treatment. At this
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point of time the appearance and presence of Gandhi was very significant.
Agatha Harrison, who accompanied Gandhi, recorded that though it was
worse than the earthquake of 1923 in Japan, yet the very presence of
Gandhi relaxed thousands of victims wherever he went. They crowded
the railway stations and flanks of the roads through which he was to
pass. Their belief in him was such that they seemed to forget their distress
for the moment and even decorated their villages with bamboo arches to
welcome him.° In fact, the impact was such that he eventually stopped
the individual satyagrah in all the provinces and then postponed his
scheduled Harijan tour to South.” He reached Patna in the evening of 11h
March and stayed the night in the office of relief committee itself.
Immediately after, he started making extensive tours to the affected areas.
Everywhere he appealed to the people to donate generously. They were
asked to spare whatever meagre sum they could afford to for the cause.
People’s response to the charisma of his personality and effective use of
words was incredible. Apart from the officially conducted relief
operations Central Relief Committee was constituted. To coordinate the
mighty task Gandhi made Rajendra Prasad in charge of relief work whom
he called “physician in charge’ to take care of Bihar’s immediate illness.®
No wonder with Mahatma’s guidance and advice Bihar could deal with
this worst ever calamity with courage.

He, in fact, had realized the need of the hour. The second mass
movement had almost come to an end. Gandhi had now taken up his
favorite constructive programme, particularly, of Harijan emancipation,
into great earnest. Besides, Bihar had a great role to play in both the
constructive as well as nationalist agenda. Before this tragedy Gandhi
had been busy making extensive tours for twin purposes of - collecting
fund for harijan programme and consolidating public opinion around
national issues.

The disaster, under the circumstances, had considerable impact on
the current national course. So, it has been referred to in regional as well
as national historiography apart from official correspondence. A detail
official report Final Report on the Survey of Land Damaged by Earthquake in
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North Bihar was also submitted to the Government to assess the damage.
Similarly the Home Political, Fortnightly Confidential Report from 27
March to 24" April by the intelligence department to capture the tour of
Gandhi gives valuable inputs related to the subject. The Writings and
Speeches of Gandhi and The History of Freedom Movement in Bihar by
K.K.Datta, The History of Indian National Congress in Bihar by P.N.Ojha
(ed.) are some important works to be considered. The autobiographies of
regional leaders particularly Rajendra Prasad’s Autobiography and
Anugrah Narayan Singh’s Mere Sansmaran have captured the catastrophe
in detail. Nehru too contributed through his Autobiography. Other
biographies on Gandhi- B.R.Nanda’'s Mahatma Gandhi : A Biography and
Tendulkar's Gandhiji : His Life and Work also throw light in this direction.
The coverage in press had also remained very extensive. In fact, the
disaster holds such an important position in regional history that entire
research has been recently done on it.” However, while regional
historiography has focused more on the damages and management, the
national historiography has been concerned with the quality of
leadership Gandhi provided during his harijan movement period.

The disaster drew the attention of entire nation. Aids started coming
from all over India. Within a few days of disaster the volunteers of national
bodies like All India Women’s Conference were distributing blankets,
sari, kurta in the affected areas. Temporary shelters were made. Six female
doctors were sent from Bombay. Bandages, swab and splin ware made
on war footing. However, the magnitude of catastrophe was such that
much was remained to be done.*

Gandhi’s strategy of disaster management got marked in the process.
However, besides obtaining great appreciation for having mobilized
resources from all quarters of India and providing leadership at this most
crucial point of time, his approach raised some controversies as well. In
fact, some of his arguments had been creating differences and opposition
lately.” He in fact, went to the extent of saying the earthquake being a
God-sent gift and thus be welcomed since it would make people
understand that the earthquake was a payback for the social and personal
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sin of untouchability or people’s wickedness in maintaining
untouchability. It was alleged that to drive his point home Gandhi used
such approach that could have offended the local feelings.'? He took this
thing so seriously that his car was attacked by sanatani at Deoghar and
Buxar.”® As per the confidential report, at Monghyr the general public
opinion was that Gandhi was more concerned with the harijan movement
than with the earthquake. So, it had no appreciable effect or definite
impetus to any particular line of activity.!* This time both Tagore and
Nehru could not agree to his arguments or spiritual approach relating to
cause of such tragedy and consequent unscientific explanations for the
occurrence of this dreadful physical phenomenon.” God would not
punish in such a way where the nature and universe would be destroyed.'
According to Nehru it was a staggering remark.” In fact, Gandhi kept
repeating this statement whereever he went like Farbesganj, Motihari,
Patna City, Dinapur, Chapra, Hajipur, Sonepur, Sitamarhi, Darbhanga,
Muzaffarpur, and Monghyr. When asked at one place how God could be
so heartless and revengeful, his answer was, “He is neither. Only his ways
are not our ways”."® After having repeated his earlier sin theory Gandhi
further added in his statement that people as a proof of repentance should
contribute to the harijan fund.” According to him it was an occasion to
get oneself purified. So, he kept collecting fund for harijan also while asking
for relief as well. Nanda calls it reasoning of ‘a man of faith’.* Gandhi,
however, remained unrepentant. His logic was that it was the misdeed
of men that used to affect nature.”!

The questions emerge if he was unreasonably putting the moral
pressure on society as a whole for unseen and unexplained work of nature
and in the process was making people more fearful and confused. Tagore
even apprehended that it would encourage elements of unreason.” In
fact historians say that the disapproval of Tagore made the illusion of
urban elite class more clear. They had been finding it hard to understand
the Gandhi’s theory of inner voice and divine intervention lately.* So,
his strategy for disaster management came under great scrutiny on
certain issues. The present work is an endeavor to show how Gandhi
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tried to connect with people during these trying times and successfully
pulled them out of it.

The success lies not only in dealing with the immediate gravity of
the situation but local resources were to be mobilized and people were
to be motivated in such a way that would have helped them to come
out of the great calamity. However, the fact remains that the earthquake
took place at a time when the whole region was becoming politically
very vibrant. But in spite of rigorous leadership of Gandhi much work
was still required to be done at social level.

The first reaction of Gandhi on hearing the news of Bihar Earthquake
of 1934 reflects his understanding of this natural calamity. He placed
it in contemporary context. He knew that the disaster was a temporary
break in the ongoing mainstream political and social movements. But
he could not let a temporary phase slacken the momentum of ongoing
freedom struggle as well as the process of nation building, usually taken
up more religiously between the quite periods of two active mass
movements by pursuing his constructive programmes. Bihar had been
doing a wonderful job on both the fronts so far. The anti Parda Pratha
movement had shown the determination of provincial people, especially
women to get rid of these social evils. The anti untouchablity too had
become very popular with students. In fact on the motivation of
Rajendra Prasad an entire village, notorious for criminal activities
named Chakia in the Saran district, had become so motivated that later
on it also showed great enthusiasm in following the political
programmes like burning of foreign clothes and boycotting of courts
by effectuating Panchayati system during the 1930 movement.** The
mood was no doubt showing definite signs of receptive towards such
other constructive programmes in Bihar.

At the same time, politically, the response to Civil Disobedience had
also been no less enthusiastic. There had been passionate and eager
participation of people from different sections of society in various
political programmes during the period. Saharsa, another badly hit area,
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had already become the center of kisan and student organizations.
Particularly kisan were much agitated on Bakasht land issue that
continued till 1942.” Many had died in 1932 Champaran police firing.?
There was serious problem in agriculture sector, which was further
enhanced by this tragedy in the area.”” Though Monghyr was another
badly hit area,” however till then it had remained politically a very
spirited part of the general movement.”” According to the fortnightly
report of the Patha Commissioner all seven women who were arrested
along with others were from north Bihar especially Darbhanga.*
Obviously, the potential, so far being shown for social as well as political
programmes, had been tremendous. Still, the enthusiasm was required
to be protected and the tempo be maintained in view of tremendous
task lying ahead.

Nonetheless, Bihar was experiencing a very trying time. The Civil
Disobedience had been on the verge of being suspended leaving people
confused and disappointed. They were to be getting ready for the next
phase. Obviously, the inert mood of post Civil Disobedience movement,
dampened further by the Earthquake, was needed to be energized again.
Gandhi could not let this mood make his near to heart programmes of
untouchability and Khadi suffer due to break caused by a disaster like
the Earthquake of 1934. Especially Bihar, a province with a conservative
social background, had been a favorite destination of Gandhi for carrying
out such constructive works since Champaran days. Bihar had to be re
surcharged with optimistic energy as soon as possible.

Moreover, the period from 1929 to 1939 is especially distinguished
for the emergence of radical thinking and revolutionary activities in
Bihar. Both the peasants and working class were stirring for social change.
The leftist group within Congress was behaving more like a pressure
group. Patna had become one of the earliest centers of leftist organization
within the Congress. They were not satisfied with the way the Movement
had been withdrawn. Socialist Party blamed it to the inadequate
mobilization of mass.*! According to leftist group within Congress people
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were needed to be engaged with political programme soon.*? The urgency
to bring back the confidence at party level was apparent.

Moreover, according to the famous Gandhian P-S-P strategy the post
Civil Disobedience void could now be filled with vigorous pursuance of
all constructive programmes. The earthquake undoubtedly had presented
an occasion when energy of a large number of volunteers from all over
India could have engaged in a purpose. Many students had come
immediately from Calcutta. However, Gandhi was not in favor of
workers coming from outside Bihar when a large number was available
in the province. Addressing to a meeting at Dinapur in March he said
“another thing I would draw your attention to is that workers will have
to be brought from outside. In my opinion that is not the proper course.
Biharis must supply enough number of workers and only call outside
workers to assist them” > He was particularly aggrieved with Bihari
students who were not volunteering enough.*

Gandhi was an expert in assessing the potential of an occasion arising.
He could read the mind of people and accordingly strike out a suitable
strategy. This time also he could assess that right now people were
groping hard to seek an answer or explanation to this sudden disaster
befallen them from nowhere. ““The vastness and suddenness of this
catastrophe stunned millions of people including the injured and
distressed, who thought that the end of the world was drawing near”.*
Gandhi’s speeches of this period, time and again reflected this reading.
He also knew that the disaster itself or mood of the people had to be used
constructively in the interest of provincial people and the mainstream
struggles. The official confidential report informs that he stopped public
reference to controversial subjects for the time being, concentrating
exclusively on earthquake measures.*

It has time and again been alleged that spirituality remained core of
Gandhi’s strategy right from the beginning. Nonetheless, it is equally a
known fact that the relevance of Gandhi’s strategy lies in making an
instant link with the people by using their language, citing examples of
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mythological character, symbols etc. It used to provide his appeal with a
universal reach. So wherever he went his appeal was loaded with
spiritualism. With the help of such holy arguments he tried to project the
earthquake both as blessings and punishment depending on how the
purpose would be achieved. ‘After this earthquake we ought to be more
humble as death is inevitable.....the sin of untouchability’. Similarly
quoting Gita he asked people to be worthy of relief they were getting by
hard work.

‘The Central Relief committee and the Government are cooperating
to remove your distress but the relief is for those who have actually
suffered. The Gita says that to eat without doing work is to commit theft’.?”
Similarly his speech at Darbhanga on 30" March exhibits how devastated
he was by the, “‘weight of human misery” as he witnessed the ruin spread
out before him at Rajnagar. With brilliant thinking he narrated the
character of Kunti from Mahabharat to lessen the grief of people. “As
Viewed the picture of ruin spread out before me at Rajnagar, I felt
overwhelmed and crushed by the weight of human misery. But, then, I
remembered Kunti's prayer, ‘Oh Lord, send me misery and misfortune
always, lest I forget thee’.”® He wanted the people to have Himalayan
faith of Kunti to deal with this catastrophe for purification and turning
the mind God ward.

Another dimension of this catastrophe was how to handle the massive
relief operation. A sound policy and well planned system was needed.
According to him if we manage this calamity we would be nearer to
swarajya.”® Gandhi first of all did not want a kind of relief culture to develop
where people start depending exclusively on relief. Simultaneously
according to Gandhi Bihar was in great need of striking a right coordination
among all helping hands along with the government.*® A Central Relief
Committee was already formed. Gandhi wanted all Government, non
government agencies to work in coordination with the local Zamindars
and raiyat.*' The nature of some work that involved a good long time
planning and money, was making government aid a mandatory i.e.
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removing sand from affected areas, to reclaim such devastated land,
rehabilitation etc. However, the idea of Gandhi that Congress would not
loose prestige by working along with the Government was opposed in the
meeting held on 18" March at Patna. Rajendra Prasad was in favor of
giving assistance to them whenever asked to only.* It would have stopped
getting relief from the both ends - government and the Relief Committee
for the same work. Moreover, there were seventy four other organizations
doing relief work.* So, making fruitful coordination among them was,
though, a difficult task but done successfully.

Aid had been coming from all quarters. Volunteers too had come
from other provinces in large numbers. According to Gandhi the fund
must go to the most deserving ones and actual sufferers first. All
boundaries of class, caste, communities etc. should not be the matter of
consideration, even priority. ‘Suppose there are men who are thirsty,
hungry, who want clothe, and who want houses to live in, whom to help
tirst? Nobody can take the share of thirsty. The thirsty ought to be help
first. Let the thirst of the men be quenched first, then help the hungry,
then let cloth be given and lastly the houses constructed’.** He cited
example of Maharaja of Darbhanga and the famous leader Deep Babu
who in spite of enduring damages could not be helped for their losses. In
fact there was a complaint to Gandhi on behalf of middle class regarding
distribution of relief. He was categorical about the fact that middle class,
too, ought to be helped if their need was greater.

It is remarkable that while he was very particular about people whom
not to extend help, at the same time he asked people not to bar those who
were in dire need and deny from having what they required. Addressing
the students of Bihar he cited one incident as a moral lesson that
earthquake taught them in this regard. “Yesterday as the car was passing
along the Gandak embankment, I received a note from Doms of the village
close by, telling me that they were suffering from want of water, as the
villagers would not allow them to take water from the common well'.
He warned and at the same time asked people to take lessons from ‘God’s
terrible impartiality” in teaching people about the criminality of
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considering a human being lower or untouchables. Similarly, he rebuked
those who would not receive food* from a Muslim worker.

This is equally remarkable that Gandhi with all sympathy to poor
did not want them to accept or take relief as charity or alms.*® He stressed
the importance of self help.”” The post earthquake construction needed a
huge number of labors. So, all such needy but healthy persons should be
employed and earn their wages. On his way to Chapra he said to people,
“It would be deplorable if this earthquake turned us into mendicants.” *®

Time, at the moment, was the most crucial factor to have dealt with.
The brilliance of Gandhi’s strategy lied always in the fact that he never
lost sight of works to be done immediately. Within a year the affected
areas physically had a different look. So, with a focused mind on what
ultimately were to be achieved he did not compromise with the ultimate
goals in the process essential for a nation in the making - the social values.
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Environment, Ethnicity and
Adivasi's of Jharkhand

Anjana Singh*

A divasi is a hindi word meaning original settlers. It has gained
currency in modern day academic field as it is a word of
empowerment for the marginalised tribes. It has a political undertone as
well, and is often portrayed to convey the position of exclusion of tribes
(Burman: 2009). One of the major reasons for claiming this indigenous
status is to gain control over natural resources. The word resembles their
ethnic identity, their cultural patterns, social institutions and legal system.
The word is used by tribes and indigenous people of Central India, Orissa,
Jharkhand and even Kerala to assert their indigenity (Rycroft, 2014; Sen,
2017). The central idea being that this should unite the cause of the
‘aborigines” without segregating them into the distinctions of religion,
language and region.

Jharkhand, the 28" state of India formed on the basis of tribal
demands is host to 32 tribes numbering 8, 645,042 according to the
census of 2011.! The notions of Jharkhand or Gondwana mentioned in
Sanskrit and medieval literatures were exogenously imposed. It is only
in recent years that Jharkhand has acquired a specific territorial or
conceptual framework. It refers to a large area that stretched from
Orissa to the Kharagpur hills lying south of the Ganga in Bihar, and
stretched up to the Deccan?. The tribes often call themselves *Adivasis’
to differentiate themselves from the people of other religion and culture
residing in this area. Recent years have also seen assertion of ethnic
identity of the Adivasis of Jharkhand especially in building the case for
their ownership right over the question of Jal, Jungle, Jameen(water,
forest, land). The question of indigenity has been mixed with
environment and ethnicity. The paper attempts to look at this question
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from historical perspective. An ethnic group is a historical identity
whose members in large part conceive of themselves as being alike by
virtue of certain common stable features located in language, culture,
stereotypes, territory, ancestry(real or fictitious), specific nomenclature
and endogamy and are so regarded by the members of other ethnic
identity (Pathy, 1999).

Adivasi’s of Jharkhand and their Ethnicity

Ethnic identity is dynamic construct, which keeps on evolving with
the passage of time and is often utilised to mobilise people and to create
a people’s movement. It is not a static notion but a process that continues
to evolve and grow with human evolution. It is used in modern day
academic discussions not for preserving a static culture, but for
promoting a cultural autonomy, that will allow them to redefine their
identity without in anyway further compromising their dignity®. In the
Indian context it is largely felt that what matters most is the identity
formation on the basis of religion and caste, but in states that are tribal
dominated as Jharkhand, the process of identity formation takes
language and culture into account, which is often referred to as
ethnicity, which is the most pronounced marker of distinctiveness*. The
tribes feel that they have been victims to the process of acculturation
and sanskritisation in Jharkhand since historical period. In the Mughal
period when Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is believed to have crossed this
area the effects of Vaishnavism was felt and many tribes adopted Hindu
style idol worship, which was quite different from nature worship
preached by Sarna religion or animism®. Similarly, when Christian
missionaries entered this area many people were attracted by it for
different reasons, but even after changing of religion the ethnic identity
of the Adivasis was intact.

It is normally assumed by the scholars that Christianity has brought
alot of changes in the status and position of Adivasis. But, when Adivasi’s
view themselves, they find that the changes visible in religious position
has not transformed in social status, especially in villages. Even to this
day, Protestant Christian houses are devoid of any symbol that resembles
their religiosity. In social sphere pahan (Sarana priest) decides on trivial
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issues as when bangari (rice planting) should start. At the villages the
traditional system of parha panchayat decides every issue in the politico-
administrative sphere®. Religion has not been a liberating force, rather
ethnicity decides their status and position. Tribes in the regional context
were invariably posited against the dominant regional community, which
also happened to be a distinct linguistic and cultural community. Tribal
languages and the customs followed by them remained intact at the grass
root level. There was this ethno-regionalism that kept them united.

Concept of Tribalism or Adivasiyat

It has been generally observed that the notion of tribalism has its
origin in closeness to the forest. It is normally observed that Adivasi live
in forested area and practise different occupation. It is observed that they
normally practise six kinds of occupation as Hunting- gathering, hill
cultivation, farming, artisanship, cattle rearing and industrial or urban
workers (Vidyarthi, 1975). Most of them who are not residing in cities
and enjoying comfortable living still depend on forest products for their
livelihood. The Adivasi of Jharkhand has a close relationship with the
forests (man-tree and man-animal) they live in. They have a long cultural
tradition of living in harmony with the environment. Each tribal
community had woven a myth around the interrelationship of the forest
and the people, which is largely the world view of the Adivasis. For
generations, they have viewed themselves as protectors and conservers
of forest. The forests have grown up in the loving care of the tribals who
have not exploited them for their benefit but have co existed with them
in harmony.

The concept of Adivasiyat or tribalism emerges from the sense of
belongingness that the tribes feel with their environment. Adivasi have
deep sense of belongingness to their region and they prefer to stay in
close proximity to the environment and their clan or killi. They have claim
over their homeland i.e. Chotanagpur is the area of the Mundas and
Oraons; Santhal Pargana of the Santhals; and Kolhan-Porahat to the Ho's.
The nature of relationship of the Adivasis with the landscape is a
confirmation of their status as the khuntkattidars or the original clearers
of soil from primeval forests of a particular territory. If we view the
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cosmogony myth of the Adivasi’s of Jharkhand, we observe a distinct
sense of homogeny in their descriptions. This presents the worldview of
the Adivasi’s and nearly all major tribes of Jharkhand carry a cosmogony
myth which deals with supreme God, flora and fauna, creation of humans
and animals and spirits’. In nearly all the myths they talk about the wrath
of Gods through rain of fire, due to breaking of laws created by the
supreme lord. Moreover they all have a strong belief in regeneration of
the universe. The stories that revolve around them might seem
unbelievable and illogical to the literate society, but their importance
lies in their symbolism and the ideas contained in it®.

They are an attempt to create a place under the sun for the Adivasi’s
in the world. In other sense the idea of Sarna religion or nature worship
is a unifying force amongst the Adivasi. It helps in the construction of
Adivasiyat or tribalism that is accepted in the world view of the tribes
but is seeking recognition, in the wake of the challenges faced by them
from the non Adivasi world®’. This idea has strong resonance amongst
the Adivasi scholars as well. They have been arguing (Munda, RD, 2008)
for creation of pan Indian tribalism or Adivasiyat which has a strong
bearing on their animistic of nature worshipping faith. Although they
admit that these kinds of attempts are deliberate and intentional. But
their validation lies in the attacks faced by the Adivasis from the
mainstream culture, which treats them as marginalised and ignorant
section of society, and looks at their tradition and culture with a sense
of inferiority™. This creation of the perception of Adivasiyat has its own
dangers but it is a sense of glorifying the past in the wake of onslaught
from the present.

Environmental Concerns of the Adivasi’s

The growing domain of environmental history has attempted to
document environment and its relation with the Adivasis. Every Adivasi
society was/is governed by its own social organization and institutions.
These institutions, linked to biological resource management, were
governed by religious myth and socio-cultural belief system that were
created with time and have been passed on through generations. The
tribal cultures of India were studied in the colonial period by
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ethnographers, anthropologists, historians, administrators and Christian
missionaries. The first concept developed by the British administrators-
ethnographer was the image of the Adivasi communities as ‘Noble
Savages’, and their condition was described as a state of Arcadian
simplicity''. The second concept was developed by the dikus or the
oppressive outsiders, who looked upon them as innocent people who
could be hoodwinked into subordination by the idea of they being included
into the mainstream society through the process of acculturation. Adivasi
were viewed as people who were unaware of the socio-historical
processes and therefore open to being non-tribals as well as being
exploited by the moneylenders.

In both these concepts the basic design was that of economic and
mental exploitation of the Adivasi’s. It is a fact, that the Adivasi largely
reside in those regions of Jharkhand where nature has been bountiful.
On the ground it has large reserves of flora and fauna, and beneath the
surface it has large reserves of the country’s coal, mica, bauxite and other
minerals. Due to rapid industrialisation in tribal areas, 3.13 lakh people
have been displaced due to mining operations, and a total of 13.3 lakh
Adivasi have been displaced from their ancestral lands. Not only are
communities deprived of their vital subsistence resources, their long-term
sustainability is also jeopardised'>. Most of the Adivasi reside in the
villages and their homeland and are victimised by this concept of forced
industrialisation and the concept of development.

There is another concept about the tribes which quite different from
the concept discussed earlier, and this notion is of protectors of forest.
This idea has been generated by the Adivasis themselves when they have
started taking pride in their Adivasiyat. Environmental historians as
Madhav Gadgil (Gadgil, 1985) calls it “ecological prudence’. This concept
has close proximity to the traditions and customs of the tribes. It tries to
develop an exercise of restraint in the exploitation of natural resources,
so that some benefits are taken by the present generation but much is left
for the upcoming generations and is sustainable as well. Such restraint
could take the form of a restriction on total yield from a resource (such
as a limit on the weekly amount of fuel wood collected by each household
from a communal grove), a restriction on the method of exploitation of
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the resource (such as taboo against use of metal implements for cutting
wood as is prevalent amongst the Orans of Rajasthan), a restriction on
exploitation of the resource at certain stages of life history (such as taboo
against killing a pregnant doe amongst the Phasepardhis of
Maharashtra), or a restriction on exploitation of the resource at certain
localities (such as taboo against cutting any tree in a sacred grove or
killing any animal from a sacred pond)®.

Adivasi’s have a deep concern for their environment since ages. Even
their religion is of nature worship. Various anthropological studies report
about the presence of this practise among the Adivasis of Jharkhand.
The tradition is popularly known as sarana or jaherthan. These groves are
usually small forest patches not more than an acre. They are regarded as
the remnants of the primeval forest with its abode of forest spirits and
gods. In the Chhotanagpur area there are various types of sarana for
different purposes like sarhul sarana., duvaria sarana, etc'*. They don’t
builtd temples or idols rather they worship in the sacred groves. In doing
so, they protect the forest around them. Their religion carries several
practices that protect the natural habitat and their tradition gives proper
respect to animals and plants. The vibrant folk traditions of Adivasis are
rooted in ecological niches. The religious rituals are performed to keep
and maintain friendly relations with nature.

Each tribal community had woven a myth around the
interrelationship of the forest and the people, which we can refer as man-
tree or man- animal relationship. The invocation of tradition was
instrumental in regulating the use of timber since historical periods. The
entire cultural tradition was woven around the prevention of abuse of
the forest wealth. Forests thrived in the loving care of the Adivasis. The
commercial logic of the British imperialism and restrictions on the rights
of the Adivasis has alienated the forest-dwellers from their own
environment. With respect to Jharkhand, the ecological and ethnic
concerns have converged and Adivasi ‘cosmovisions’ have been
politicised. Their cosmogyny myth and cosmology contains element that
speaks highly about protection of nature.

Their festivals are also celebration of man-tree relationship. ‘Sarhul’
is the spring festival of the Oraons, Mundas and Kharias where the
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‘lady of the environment’ (Chala Pacho) is worshipped alongside the
supreme lord. In Oraon mythology she is revered for her unique role in
bringing the Dharmesh(sun god) and Dharti Aayo(Mother Earth)
together™. She is remembered for her role in restoration and
preservation of environment. Another big festival is Karam celebrated
by Oraons, Mundas, Santhals, Khariyas and Ho’s is a kind of agricultural
festival celebrated in the month of August. These festivals are
celebrations of man and environment and depict the close concern of
the Adivasis with their environment.

The oral tradition of Adivasis reveals their deep concern for the
environment. Their stories that are living traditions contain stories where
animals are used as symbols and even marriage between man-animal is
conceptualised. The rivers of the region as Koel, Sankh, Karo, Brahmani
and others are also described as young maidens who broke taboos and
were transformed into rivers'®. The games played by children are also
tull of activities that trains them to develop harmony with their landscape
and environment and prepares them to have a sense of belongingness
with it.

Environment historians (Gadgil and Guha, 1992) are of the opinion
that the proximity of the people with their ecology and their greater
association with their environment ensures its preservation. It is observed
that greater the distance, of the users from the resource the greater is the
ecological impact; the faster the development of scientific knowledge,
the greater the environmental degradation.” The accumulated experience
and collective traditions of the Adivasis, their religion and custom, their
practices and their association with the environment are better adapted
to deal with a situation of imperfect knowledge than a supposedly
‘scientific’ resource management.

Conclusion

Despite fragmentation of tribal society due to social differentiation,
the assertion of tribal identity is on rise. This has been largely due to the
emergence of a middle class within tribal society. With the emergence of
a middle class, the issue of culture, tradition, livelihood, even control
over land and resources as well as a demand for a share in the benefits of
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the projects of modernity has become an integral part of identity
articulation among tribes. The environmental movement today has
discovered a resonance in tribal culture. Adivasis have a concept of the
essential unity of life where ecology is intimately related to identity,
language and cultural practices. Loss of ecology may affect these aspects
of adivasi life. This evident not only in their oral narratives but also found
in the contemporary poetry of the “Adivasis’. Contemporary Adivasi
poets and people are speaking out against deforestation and displacement,
because that affect not only their livelihood but also their language,
culture and tradition and it is important for us to look at the problems
from their” point of view'.

The nature and its components have formed the uniqueness in the
traditional system and worked as protective ring when the tribal
communities faced uncertainty. The Adivasi villagers in the vicinity of
forests always took the forests as the source of subsistence. They took
care of vast and inexhaustible resources of forests and their ecological
values. They seem to have inherited these ideas from their forefather. In
other words forests, shrubs and herbs always played a vital role to the
tribal life, stabilize and configure the structure of nature.” Forests tracts
of Jharkhand Played role to construct ‘Trinity of environment’ i.e Jal,
Jungle, Jameen.
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Seekers of Sacred Knowledge :
Rabia and Mirabai

Hansa Dass*

R abia and Mirabai were seekers of sacred knowledge, representing
the Sufi and Bhakti movements respectively, both of which laid the
foundations of love and unity with the Divine. The paper seeks to examine
the manifestation of these ideas in the context of these two powerful
women, who have left behind them, their ideas about the Divine and
unity with Him, in poetic form. The ideas concerning unity of God, intense
love and devotion, self- surrender, blind faith in God and acceptance of
God as the true love, have been strikingly represented in the “love poetry”
of Rabia and Mirabai. Their poetry is also reflective of the socio- cultural
circumstances of the period, thus explaining the then beliefs and the reasons
for their acceptance in society. Personally, Rabia had suffered losses in her
family quite early in life and had even spent her life as a slave.

Mirabai also had a sad married life where she was compelled to abide
by the strict rules of patriarchy. Therefore, Divine Love, in the form of
pure selfless love, came up strongly in their poems. The desire to go
against the patriarchal set- up of society was strongly reflected in Rabia’s
initiation of the participation of women into the mystic fold; and
Mirabai’s acceptance of Krishna as her husband and going against her
family. The paper is divided into two sections, discussing Rabia and
Mirabai respectively, analyzing the background of their lives, the
hardships and miseries they faced which led them towards the spiritual
domain. The paper analyzes “love poetry”, expressed in the persons of
Rabia and Mirabai. The paper is also a reflection on the manner in which
these two women attempted to break the rigid rules of patriarchy that
were strongly embedded in the Indian society during the periods under
discussion.

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of History, Nirmala College, Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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Rabia and Mirabai were seekers of sacred knowledge, representing
the Sufi and Bhakti movements respectively, both of which laid the
foundations of love and unity with the Divine. The paper seeks to examine
the manifestation of these ideas in the context of these two powerful
women, who have left behind them, their ideas about the Divine and
unity with Him, in poetic form. Both Rabia and Mirabai became saints in
different contexts, but ultimately arrived at same conclusions about
divinity and God- realization. Their poetry is also reflective of the socio-
cultural circumstances of the period, thus explaining the then beliefs and
the reasons for their acceptance in society. Therefore, the historical
background of these movements have also been discussed in order to
understand the context behind the emergence of these movements and
the type of poetry that Rabia and Mirabai have left behind. There are
several common grounds on which Rabia and Mirabai have reflected,
arriving at more or less same conclusions, but in different manners.

The paper is divided into two sections, discussing Rabia and Mirabai
respectively, analyzing the background of their lives, the hardships and
miseries they faced which led them towards the spiritual domain -
realization of the self and ultimately God- realization. Rabia has left a
corpus of poetry on different aspects related with spiritualism. Mirabai
was a poetess of the ‘Bhakti Kal” of Hindi literature. The paper analyzes
“love poetry”, expressed in the persons of Rabia and Mirabai. This love -
love of the Beloved, is shown as a direct dialogue between God and the
devotee. The paper is also a reflection on the manner in which these two
women attempted to break the rigid rules of patriarchy that were strongly
embedded in the Indian society during the periods under discussion.

Section I : Rabia

Rabia is known to us as an eminent female Sufi mystic belonging to
the eighth century. In fact, the very emergence of individuals who came
to be known as Sufis, is linked with the historical developments that took
place in the seventh and eighth centuries. By this time, Islam had arisen
as the world’s third great monotheistic religion, after Judaism and
Christianity, in seventh century Arabia, particularly Mecca. The message
of Islam was being delivered by the Messenger of God, Prophet
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Muhammad (PBUH), who had received it from the archangel, Gabriel.
He preached the existence of one God, who was all- powerful. But he
started making conversions to Islam and gathered enemies around
himself. This led him to migrate from Mecca to Medina in 622 A.D. In
Medina, he established a society where he preached the basic Islamic
principles of piety, justice and equity. His successors, the four ‘rightly
guided Caliphs’ also governed the Muslim territories in accordance with
the teachings of the Quran and the ‘Sunnah’. But very shortly, there was
considerable political turmoil and Muslim leadership passed into the
hands of those who were immersed in worldly affairs and were not at all
religious- minded. Within two hundred years of the death of the Prophet
(PBUH), some of those who rejected these people came to be known as
Sufis. This laid the foundation of the future Sufi movement, which got
associated with names like Rabia, among others.

This movement, however, was not just a product of political
situations. The period under discussion was also one in which Greek
philosophy and sciences had started affecting the Muslims, and the idea
of rationalism was proving to be an attack on the religious beliefs of the
people. To counteract these, the so- called Sufis had started stressing upon
the doctrine of passionate love. Gradually, the doctrines propounded by
the Sufis had come to impress upon the religious sentiments of the people.
It is in this context, that Rabia emerged as a mystic and came up with her
idea of Divine Love, that would reiterate the principles which people
had begun to forget in the midst of political turmoil and notions of
rationalism and scientific quest. Nearly 1200 years after the death of
Rabia, she stands out as the most famous female saint of Sufism. Her life
is an important episode in the role of women in Islam.

We come to know about Rabia basically from Fariduddin Attar’s
‘Tadhkirat al-Awliya” (Memoirs of the Saints)'. There is also reference to
the Persian Sufi, al-Sulami’s ‘Dhikr al-Niswa’, which is a work devoted
to women’s spirituality, but that was actually written at the beginning
of the eleventh century, which was almost 200 years from Rabia’s actual
life. Among modern writers, Margaret Smith is probably the most
important biographer of Rabia. Her major work, “The Way of the Mystics
: The Early Christian Mystics and the Rise of the Sufis” portrays her as an
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eighth century Sufi saint who had a profound influence on later Sufis,
and in fact, even deeply influenced the European mystical love.

In seeking sacred knowledge, her legacy is that of a guide for others
to realize the same intimacy with God that she enjoyed. She could be
seen as a pioneer of “love mysticism” in Islam; the first to develop the
idea of “Divine Love” as that between the lover and the Beloved. She is
best known for her poems, sayings and teachings on Sufism, which are
best available in the form of hagiographies, containing stories and
anecdotes from her life and her experiments in seeking sacred knowledge
and with mysticism.

Rabia was born in the tribe of Adi, in Basra, Iraq in about 713 A.D.
This was a time when Basra was a centre for early Muslim ascetics, who
were preaching detachment from the material world in order to create a
suitable environment for experiencing the immanence of God. Rabia’s
life significantly illustrates this asceticism, as is evident in her poems
and prayers, so much so, that Margaret Smith calls her a “saint par
excellence of Sunnite hagiography”? In fact, throughout her life, her Love
of God, poverty and self- denial were her constant companions.

Rabia was the fourth daughter of parents who did not have even oil
to light lamp or cloth to cover her when she was born. Her father,
repenting, dreamt of the Prophet saying to him that “this daughter who
is born is a great saint.” But misfortune would not leave Rabia soon. After
the death of her father, Basra was hit by a famine, and she got separated
from her sisters and left alone. She was with a caravan, that was attacked
by robbers. The chief of the robbers took Rabia as captive and sold her as
a slave. Her new master used to make her do hard work. In her master’s
house, she fasted by day and at night, she would turn to meditation and
prayers, praising the Lord. Her prayers were so intense that she often
conversed with God. Once she broke her arm and prayed to God.
Immediately, a voice came, assuring her of the end of all her sufferings
and that she would attain a high status on the Day of Judgement.

Rabia was later freed by his master who had kept her as a slave. The
story goes that while she used to pray at nights, one night her master
was awakened by a voice urging him to free Rabia. When he looked
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through his window, he saw Rabia in prostration and praying to God
that He had left her at the mercy of her master. Immediately, her master
perceived a light above her head. And, when day broke, he set Rabia
free. One of the many myths is that she was freed from slavery because
her master saw her praying while surrounded by light, he realized that
she was a saint, and feared for his life and set her free. Since Rabia had
spent her early life in slavery, she was passionate against all forms of it
and even refused a slave later in life, when she had attained a spiritual
status. She perhaps, also helped in integrating slaves into Muslim society.

Rabia left the house and wandered through the desert in search of
what Allah had set out for her. Legends show that Allah’s blessings were
always with her. The donkey carrying her bundle died on the way. But
she had hardly completed entreating God for this, the donkey came back
to life again. This episode from her life shows that she had moved onto
the path which would bring her in direct communion with the Divine,
crossing all barriers that came on her way. In fact, the Divine Will was
the only goal she fixed her vision on. Rabia lived her life in prayer, as an
ascetic. She spent all night in prayer and contemplation.

She also had many offers of marriage (one from Hasan al- Basri).
She refused them as she had no desire for anything other than God in her
life. When Hasan proposed her for marriage, she replied, “The tie of
marriage applies to those who have being. Here being has disappeared,
for I have become naughted to self and exist only through Him. I belong
wholly to Him. I live in the shadow of His control. You must ask my
hand of Him, not of me.”? This extreme attitude towards everything
worldly and material, came from a wish to worship out of complete
freedom and out of her own choice and not of any other. She shirked the
regular life and had few belongings. In her bid to asceticism and care for
fellow beings, she prayed to God to give away all the worldly things that
He had apportioned to her, to her enemies, and all that he had
apportioned to her in the world to come, to her friends.*

After a life of hardship, she spontaneously achieved a state of self-
realization. Her hours of prayer were devoted to communion with her
Beloved and she was constantly absorbed in the thought of God. She knew
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very well that in the end, everything has to return to God. But for
apprehending God and His mysteries, what was needed was the “eye”
of the heart". Her absolute asceticism is thus related with the concept of
“Divine Love” that she introduced. She always believed that she was
continually united with her Beloved. This comes out very beautifully in
her poem entitled “My Beloved”®.

“My peace, O my brothers and sisters, is my solitude,

And my Beloved is with me always,

For His love I can find no substitute,

And His love is the test for me among mortal beings,

Whenever His Beauty I may contemplate,

He is my “mihrab”, towards Him is my “giblah”.

If I die of love, before completing satisfaction,

Alas, for my anxiety in the world, alas for my distress,

O Healer (of souls) in the heart feeds upon its desire,

The striving after union with Thee has healed my soul,

O my Joy and my Life abidingly,

You were the source of my life and from Thee also came my ecstacy.
I have separated myself from all created beings,

My hope is for union with Thee, for that is the goal of my desire.”

Rabia’s conception of Divine Love was beyond any expectation or
self- interest. In one of her poems, she says,

“If I adore You out of fear of Hell, burn me in Hell!
If I adore You out of desire for Parsdise,

Lock me out of Paradise.

But if I adore You for Yourself alone,

Do not deny to me Your eternal beauty.””
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It is evident that she considered emotions like fear and hope to be
veils, ie., hindrances to the vision of God Himself. There is a legend that
narrates how Rabia saw herself punished because of this self- interest.
On one occasion, she fell ill and her sickness was serious. When asked
about it, she said, “Ilooked towards Paradise, and my Lord has chastened
me. At daybreak, I longed for the joys of Paradise, and my Friend has
rebuked me. This illness is a reproach from Him.”®

There is another anecdote as to what happened when she realized
this. She was seen by some Sufis as carrying water in one hand and a
burning torch in the other and hurrying on her way. When asked to
explain, she said, “I am going to light a fire in Paradise and to pour water
on to Hell, so that both veils may vanish altogether from before the
pilgrims and their purpose may be sure.””

Although Rabia is best known for her poems, sayings and teachings
on Divine Love and Sufism, it is her miracles that make her a saint par
excellence. Not only does she consider her life to be a miracle, in that she
was transformed from a slave to a saint, but is also credited with performing
miracles. One story goes that one night, Hasan, along with two- three
friends, visited Rabia. Rabia had no lantern. Her guests’ hearts yearned
for light. She then blew on her finger, and that night till dawn, her finger
shone like a lantern, and they sat in its radiance.”® Rabia truly was worthy
of sacred knowledge that brought her in communion with the Divine.

Section II: Mirabai

Mirabai was a famous Bhakti saint of the fifteenth- sixteenth century
from Rajasthan, who is known to us for her songs full of devotional fervor
and Bhakti for Lord Krishna. Bhakti, as an idea and an emotion was very
much there in Indian society, but, the evolution of Bhakti as a widespread
cultural movement, could be situated between the twelfth and
seventeenth centuries." It is essential to understand the historical and
socio- cultural context of Bhakti movement in order to analyze the
manner in which it spread through the country and attached itself with
the masses. This would also enable an assessment of Bhakti poetry and
the role of Mirabai in the Bhakti tradition.
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Bhakti movement emerged against the backdrop of a social order
that was marked by all kinds of discrimination based on caste, class,
creed and gender. It was an attempt to establish a social order based on
equality and humanity. Bhakti movement, during the period it emerged,
was very popular among the masses because, viewing the social
circumstances of the period, it had emerged as an answer to the cultural
aspirations of the people. People largely associated themselves with
Bhakti as a personal devotional movement and also as a current which
stood up against the socio- cultural inequality inherent in Indian society.
Bhakti movement, as a movement of the masses, had emerged against
the backdrop of the disintegration of feudalism. The disintegration of
feudalism was accompanied by the emergence of a new section in
society, particularly, farmers and craftsmen, who were enthused with
a feeling of rebellion.

These rebellions, which were directed against feudal ideologies,
played an important role in social development as well. Simultaneously,
Bhakti movement incorporated the growth of regional languages. And
now this subdued class also had access to literature through regional
languages, which was otherwise confined to the elite sections of society.
Bhakti poetry thus came to be associated with popular culture and culture
of the people. This was certainly against the culture of feudalism which
had perpetuated inequality. It was also against casteism, which not only
brought the lower castes into the Bhakti tradition, but also produced
saints belonging to lower castes. Mirabai herself, was a follower of Raidas,
a leather- worker. These changes in society were truly the result of the
egalitarian traditions of the Bhakti movement, which was even inspiring
new social changes. Hence, it was against the fundamentalism and anti-
egalitarianism of the feudal order which had dominated the social
scenario of the country before the emergence of the Bhakti movement.

Bhakti movement has also been linked with folk culture which is
evident in Saint poetry of the time. It was not restricted to any particular
class and pervaded all those classes which were struggling to get free
from the feudal order. Since it came to be associated with common
masses, it has also been considered to be a movement of the rise of
popular culture.
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Bhakti represented a feeling of detachment from the world and the
falsehood that the material world represented. This is very much evident
in Mirabai’s poems where she seeks to abandon the material world in
order to seek union with the Divine. Thus, Bhakti, while on the one hand,
was a reaction to feudal tendencies inherent in Indian society, on the
other hand, it was also an experiment with reality and illusions, which
got reflected in the philosophy and poetry of the time. And in this
experiment, there was an interplay of human relations and emotions.
The most important reason that led to the popularity of the Bhakti
movement was that it was based on love, which raises man from the
limitations of caste, class, race and religion.

Mira's story is an illustration of the manner in which Bhakti poetry
played a role in not only exposing the superficiality of religion that was
open to upper castes only during that period and presenting a new idea
of union with the Divine, but also in establishing equality in a caste and
gender ridden society.

Most hagiographical narratives about Mira are known to us from
legends and oral traditions, mostly her own poems. An important place
of mention of Mirabai is in Priyadas’s hagiographic anthology called
‘Bhaktamal’ (Garland of Devotees) composed around the end of the
sixteenth century. There are numerous folk tales also which shed light
on her life and her journey towards attaining sacred knowledge. Out of
the many devotional poems of Mirabai, only a few hundred are believed
to be authentic by scholars. The Mira story has also been made into atleast
ten films.

Mira was a Princess from Rajasthan, born in 1498 A.D. She was the
daughter of Ratan Singh of the Rathore clan. From her childhood only,
she was devoted to Krishna and even believed herself to be his wife.
This religious propensity which she showed in her childhood was so
strong that even when she was married into the royal family of Mewar,
her feelings for Krishna remained the same. This practically led to non-
conformity with the strict rules for married women in Rajputana. Mira
defied all those values related with family and marriage that the Rajput
clan upheld so rigidly - the ideals of ‘suhag’'* (marital status) and the
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ideological construct of ‘pativrata’®. She also refused to worship the
deity of her in- laws. Mira’s rebellion also included her boycott of the
ceremonies and life of the ‘zenana’, as she went against all the royal
codes of conduct prescribed for women of royal Rajput families. This
was a defiance of the very bases of inequality which was embedded in
the form of separate rules of conduct for men and women. This was
something very exceptional as per the times we are talking about. But
these brought her into troubles with her in- laws and attempts were
made on her life. But she was saved everytime by her divine lover,
Krishna. One story goes that she refused to commit “sati” after her
husband died on a battlefield. This also brought her strong criticism.
Mira came into seclusion and started mixing even with male ascetics,
singing ‘bhajans’ (devotional songs) for Krishna. She eventually left
the royal palace of Mewar and became a wanderer, travelling to
Brindavan and then to Dwarka. Legends have it that messengers from
Mewar and Merta came to take her back, but she refused and went to
the temple of Krishna, dedicating her entire life to him. She is said to
have died in 1546 A.D.

Mira was fully into the Bhakti movement by then, which had, by this
time, established firm roots in Indian society. She started writing songs
in the Rajasthani dialect. These were full of devotional fervor which had
emerged from her acceptance of Krishna as her husband and true lover.
In fact, the poems of Mira have throughout expressed the feeling of “love”
for him. She wrote verses known as ‘padas’, and mystical love poems
called ‘bhajans’. Mira’s ‘bhajans’ are expressive of the intense love and
devotion she had for Krishna, and her visualization of everything else as
artificial. The most prominent element carried across in her ‘bhajans’
would have been a specific type of “feminine sensibility”'*.

Mira’s ‘padas’ (‘bhajans’), though all attributed to Krishna, express
different facets of this love. While love for Krishna is the basic theme,
she also composed poems saluting the Lord and also expressing various
emotions of pain and separation from him. Since she had become a
mendicant, she also talks about dissatisfaction with the material world.
Her poems also express her agony, given to her by her relatives.
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Mira is often classified as a follower of ‘sagun bhakti” (ie., devotion
to God with form and attributes) with her intense love for Krishna. As
she describes Krishna in a human form, she does not lose sight of his
external aspect. The Krishna of her love is in the fullness of youth, with
a peacock crown on his head and a flute at his lips. This is the image of
Krishna so dear to her.

“Baso more nainan me Nandalal

Mohni murti sanwari surati, naina bane bisal

Adhar sudharas murli raajat, ur baijanti- maal

Chudr ghantika kati tat sobhit, nupur sabad rasal

Meera prabhu santan sukhdayi, bhagat bachal gopal.””

( The son of Nanda, resides in my eyes.

Attractive figure, dusky face and large eyes;

Flute at his lips, which are a pot full of nectar;

Flower- garland around his neck and bells around his waist.
Anklet- bells adding beauty to him.

Mira’s Beloved is a well- wisher and takes care of all.)

The most powerful of Mira’s poems are those in which she views
Krishna as her husband and describes her intense love for the one whom
she calls “The Dark Cowherd”. These reflect the depth of her love for

Krishna and her single- minded devotion to him.
“Mere to Giridhar Gopal, dusro na koi
Jake sir mormukut mero pati soi.”*®
( Mine is Gopal, the Mountain- Holder, there is no one else.
On his head he wears the peacock- crown.
He alone is my husband.)

The relationship between Krishna and Mira thus emerges to be
intense, erotic and a source of joy. The element of ecstacy is profound in
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her poems, ecstacy, that represents an intense longing of Mira for union
with Krishna, ecstacy, that merges the identity of Mira in the Godhead.

Mira feels that her “atma’ has been Krishna’s wife since ages. After
her husband’s death, this feeling had become stronger. So she calls Krishna
as ‘purab janam ka sathi’”” (companion of previous births); ‘Janam maran
ka meet® (friend for life and death) and ‘Giridhar- naagar”."(lifter of
the mountain).

She does not hesitate in dancing before him.
“Srigiridhar aage nachungi

Nachi nachi piv rasik rijhaun, Premi jan ko jachungi
Piy ke palanga ja podhungi Mira Hari rang rachungi.”*
(I dance before my Giridhar

Again and again I dance

To please that discerning critic

And put his love to the test

Mira is deeply dyed in the dye of Hari.)

Her songs depicting love for Krishna are also reflective of pangs of
separation from Him. Hence, in Mira’s songs, the most prominent and
passionate ‘bhava’ (feeling) is that of ‘virah” (separation). Mira is seen
as the figure of a “virahini’?'. A sense of loneliness and distress is evident
in the songs of Mira.

“Piya bini rahoi na jaye

Tan man mero piya par vaarun, baar baar bal jayi
Nis din jou baat piya ki, kabre miloge aayi

Meera ke prabhu aas tumhari, leejya kanth lagayi.”*
(I cannot live without my Beloved

I have devoted my mind and self to him

My heart sweeps his path in readiness
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Just asking, when, my Lord,
When are you coming?)

There are two reasons for the element of ‘virah” in Mira’s poem:s.
Firstly, her love is spiritual, related to the mental and not the physical
realm. When she is in the physical, material state, Krishna seems to be
away from her, so much so, that she is unable to seek Him. Mira says to
Krishna that it is difficult for her to live without Him and that she has
mentally and physically attached to Him. She is longing day and night
to meet Krishna.

“Prabhuji tum darshan bin moi ghari chain nahi aware
Ann nahi bhave, neend na aave virah sataave moi

Ghayal jyun ghumun khari re mharo dard na jane koi

Jo main aisa jaanti re, preet kiyan dukh hoye

Nagar dhindora peetati re, preet na kariyo koye.”*
(My Beloved, without your presence,

I am restless

In the day I have no hunger

At night I am restless and cannot sleep

Separation from you causes suffering and hurts me

But nobody knows my pain

Had I known that love causes pain
I would have beaten drums and said

Nobody dare fall in love.)

The second reason for the element of “virah” in Mira’s poems is related
with the sorrows of her life. She became a widow in youth, her in- laws
tortured her. So, whatever she could not attain in her lifetime, she tried
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to find it in Bhakti. The happiness which was missing in her life, she tried
to find it in the company of Krishna. So while singing songs of ‘milan’
(union), she also sings songs of ‘virah” (separation). The happiness in her
poems is because of her Krishna bhakti and the sorrow in her poems
reflects the sorrow in her material life.

But there is another angle to the ‘bhava’ (meaning) of “virah” in Mira’s
poems. ‘Virah” combines pain with pleasure. It is a fire for her and she is
pleading Krishna not to leave her. ‘Virah” signifies not an emptiness but
a fullness, or a claim to presence based on absence.?* In most of her ‘virah’
poems, she describes the pain of her separation powerfully.

Conclusion

Rabia is known to us as one of the earliest and most renowned saints
and amongst the founders of classical Sufi thought. But Rabia needs to
be equally understood as a woman. This requires a feminist
understanding of women in Islam. In this context, Michel de Certeau
talks of “power and knowledge hierarchies”?. This refers to the proper
social order being that in which men dominate. Even the Divine Being is
of the male sex and women are without power. In such circumstances,
Rabia emerges as a person who subverted this “power and knowledge
hierarchy”. Margaret Smith finds Rabia all the more important because
she was a woman. She does not stand merely as a symbol of Sufism but
as one who served as “a symbol of resistence”. Hermanen prefers to call
her a “culture- critiquing female hero”?. She emerges as an exemplary
figure signifying that the path of knowledge was not just something
restricted to men.

However, there is a basic contradiction inherent in this line of
thinking. Fariduddin Attar, the most famous biographer of Rabia, states,
“When a woman is a man on the path of the Lord Most High, she cannot
be called woman.”?” And therefore, the miracle of Sufism was that it
converted Rabia from a slave to a master and from a woman into a man.
This interpretation puts a question mark on all the credit that has been
given to the “female” mystic Rabia, requiring a second thought on
breaking “power and knowledge hierarchies”. Nevertheless, the fact that
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Rabia was not just a model of pious behaviour and a symbol of Sufism,
but a woman who dared to leave her imprints on the road to mysticism
and as a seeker of sacred knowledge, cannot be underrated. Her life is
certainly an episode in the role of women in Islam.

In our analysis of Mira as a seeker of sacred knowledge, certain
paradigms emerge. The paradigm of honour for women has always been
restrictive and related with the status and honour of the entire family
and caste in Indian society. It has been the culture of Indian society to set
up ethical standards, especially for women, and times when women have
not conformed with these, they have been condemned and even socially
ostracized. Mira’s story is an expression of this mindset. The Rajputana
states had cultivated their own definitions and notions regarding women’s
honour. Since they were basically a martial caste, the safety and virtue of
their women was a prime concern. Also, among the Rajput states, marriage
was a political alliance in which the personal choice of Rajput Princesses
was not at all important. So when Mira broke these bonds and devoted
herself to the Divine Love of Krishna, she too was ostracized.

Mira’s verses and poems, which are available to us in the form of
‘bhajans’, not only reflect her devotion for Krishna, but also a process of
empowerment for women and her strength to go against the rigid rules
that had been set out for women during that period. She goes against
societal norms and rigid codes of conduct spelt out for women,
particularly in Rajputana. Mira’s bhakti is “a product of social change,
aspiring to level certain forms of inequality.”?® Mira’s life embodies a
contradiction - contradiction between the established norms of female
honour and women’s sexuality on the one hand, and her violation of the
Rajput notion of dishonor on the other. But despite this contradiction,
she remains honoured even today and is very much present in the cultural
consciousness of the people, truly, as a “saint par excellence”?.

Rabia and Mirabai truly exemplified passionate devotion towards
God by intimate and eternal love and they shall be remembered for their
courage in going beyond the traditions set in an environment dominated
by men, and proving themselves worthy of sacred knowledge and love
of the Divine.
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Revisiting Linguistic Uprising in
Tamil Nadu (1947-1967), with
Special Reference to Madras

Ms. Anju Oseema Maria Toppo*

“A language is not like an umbrella or an overcoat that can be borrowed by
the unconscious or deliberate mistake; it is like the living skin in itself”’

Rabindranath Tagore

With over billion of people and one thousand six hundred and thirty
five rationalized mother tongues, India is certainly one of the
multilingual nations in the world. India’s remarkable linguistic diversity
has given her distinct character and vitality. The 2011 census of India
enumerated 122 languages and 234 mother tongues with speakers’
strength of more than 10,000.> At present there are twenty two languages
officially recognized by the constitution and these fall into four major
groups Indic or Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Tibeto-Burman and Astro-
Asiatic. In addition to it there are over 1600 minor languages and dialects.
Hence it is not at all surprising for this diverse land to have language
problem. Language is not merely a medium of communication but also
inherits cultural heritage. The major challenge that India faced post
independence was linguistic struggle. National freedom became
synonym of language freedom. The anti-Hindi agitation Post-
Independence or the struggle for official recognition of State language
was more acute in Tamil Nadu than in any other non-Hindi speaking
state.

This work is an attempt to show the intensity of anti-Hindi agitation
prevalent during the two dangerous decades post independence in
Chennai, formerly known as Madras. The paper argues that Hindi
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imperialism rather than Nationalism was the foremost generator of
violence among ethnic masses in Madras. It was struggle for the
recognition of Tamil ethnic identity. This paper identifies that linguistic
problem was not confined to Tamil land but also evident in other parts
of the country. This essay further substantiates its argument by giving
detailed account of the happenings that took place against the imposition
of Hindi.

Linguistic Panorma of India

India is the house of the world’s largest linguistic families Indo-Aryan
and Dravidian languages. It also inhibits speakers of Austro-Asiatic and
Tibeto-Burman families. Number of enumerative strategies was
undertaken by the British to classify the linguistic diversity of India.
According to census of 1961, 190 languages were listed.? However, there
was subsequent decrease in the number of recognized languages to 175
in 1971 and to 145 in 1981 census.

The Indic or Indo-Aryan languages are a branch of the Indo-European
family of languages and were the language of the Central Asian people
who invaded India. The oldest Indo-Aryan language is Vedic Sanskrit.
Its origin can be traced in ancient times as early as 1500 BC. It gave rise
to Prakrit in about 500 BC. Prakrit has been labeled as ‘“unrefined” or
‘common’ much because of the influence of Non-Aryan languages in it.
In 400 BC. Panini the great grammarian developed a literary which was
one of the dialects and named it Sanskrit which means ‘refined” or
‘purified’.* It is held in high regard by majority of both North Indians
and South Indians. The vehicle of religion has kept Sanskrit intact and
unchanged since Panini’s time. Hence it retains somewhat Pan-Indian
character. From ancient to modern period many languages have evolved
and joined Indo-Aryan language family.

The Dravidian language family are native to south India and bear
some connections with Uralic and Altaic. The Kassite language and the
language of Elamites spoken by people in the neighborhood also shows
similarity with Dravidian languages.” Original Dravidian language was
and is the language of people who migrated to South India from South
West Asia. Tamil is the oldest representative of the Dravidian languages
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in India. It also titles itself as one of the ancient unbroken belletristic
traditions of the world’s living languages. Both Indo-Aryans and
Dravidian group of languages are two distinct linguistic groups,
diametrically opposite be it philologically, grammatically or semantically.

The influence of Austro-Asiatic family and the Tibeto-Burman family
natively present in India is relatively small as compared to Indo-Aryan
and Dravidian languages. Speakers of Tibeto- Burman languages are
primarily concentrated in the North- East while those of Austro-Asiatic
languages are centered more in Jharkhand, Bihar and Orissa. The
uniqueness lies in the fact that no two communities are alike in terms of
communication. All these languages have played and are playing
effective roles in shaping language policy of India.

Historical Background of Language Movements in India

The multitude of languages contemplates India’s multifarious history.
Her linguistic diversity has placed her among complex societies in the
world. Language movements have existed in India since ancient times.
These movements reflect those afflicted and conflicting junctures in which
the nation had witnessed exponential demurral, advocating the
endorsement of a particular language. Magnitude of these protestations
were such that it took the shape of historical movement. The earliest of
any language movement in India dates back to the culminating Mughal
empire in the mid 19" century, with the surfacing of Urdu movement.
Urdu movement was stoked by Aligarh movement under Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan. It had its basis during the early years in British domination. Initially
both Hindi and Urdu were spoken without any distinction but later the
communal twist of languages supervened a tussle between both Hindi
and Urdu either for supremacy or the status of official language. In 1837,
the British introduced Urdu as the official language in the North-West
provinces, Bihar and Central Provinces® and in 1864 Urdu was mandated
as the language of the army.” However, this favorable situation for
Muslims was not perennial in nature. In 1867, when British government
favored the demand of Hindi communities, the Muslims stood in strong
opposition to it, thereby giving rise to Hindi Urdu controversy.
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Besides this, Assamese were continuously fighting against the Bengali
domination, since 1905-1911, to gain official recognition for their
language in the region. Even Gorkha land also launched movements to
achieve official recognition for the Nepali language. In the pre-
independence period the Hindi-Urdu controversy was the most
prominent language issue.

National or Official Language

The major problem faced by framers of Constitution of India soon
after independence was the formulation of National and Official
language. A good deal of semantic confusion persisted from the very
first demand of National language during the early phase of Nationalist
struggles.® During the phase of Indian Nationalism, leaders hardly drew
any sort of distinction between the three categories i.e. Common
language, National language and official language. Gandhi ji advocated
the acceptance of Hindustani as the ‘Common Language’, for Nehru
the same language appeared as the “All India language’, and for C.
Rajagopalchari it became a ‘National language’.” However, it became
clear that be it a question of National language or Official language,
Hindi was the most preferred language in both the cases. When the
supporters of Hindi called for its recognition as ‘National Language” of
the country, the representatives of the non-Hindi speaking areas
demanded that their languages were equally National. Finally on the
suggestions of Dr. B.R.Ambedkar the word ‘Official’ was selected to
precede language.'® Thus the framers in their keenness to have one
official language for the nation, triggered intense rivalry among the
language groups.

The Constitution received wide criticism due to its biasness towards
Hindi as it was on the verge of superseding other regional languages. It
appeared to some of them in the aftermath of partition to be a real threat
of the "Balkanization of the country.! On 7* June 1955, the ‘official
language commission” was appointed which recommended in support
of Hindi. However after much hesitation the union government
introduced a bill on 13* April 1963 for the continuation of English as the
union official language after 1965. It seemed as if the government was

84 L




Revisiting Linguistic Uprising in Tamil Nadu (1947-1967), with Special Referenceto Madras

struck in the midst of Hindi and non-Hindi speaking people. Hindi
extremists registered their protest against the introduction of the official
language bill in 1963. As 26™ January 1965 approached the magnitude of
the revolt touched the sky as people were in want of immediate action.

The first major linguistic struggle in free India had taken place in
the second quarter of the 20" century in Madras state against the
implementation of Hindi known as Anti-Hindi agitation. In Tamil Nadu
the scale of violence in the name of language, post- independence was
intense in comparison to the movements that were led to oust the
Britisher’s and win freedom for India. The effort of the policy makers
to assure the people that Hindi would not steal their rights, turned out
to be a complete failure. It was followed by intense mass agitation that
had ever taken place in the history of Tamil Nadu. The movement
focused on linguistic consciousness and regional interest. It shook the
entire country and marked a new beginning in the history of Tamils.
The first agitation was launched in 1937 against the very intention of
C.Rajagopalachari the then chief minister of Madras Presidency, when
he announced compulsory study of Hindi in schools. The concatenated
years(1937-1940) witnessed many anti- Hindi conferences taking place
in the region. However the then government of Madras Jock Erskine
issued an order on 21* February 1940, abolishing compulsory Hindi in
schools and making it optional.'?

The anti- Hindi agitation which decelerated during the outbreak of
second world war again gained momentum during the period from
1946-50. The most potent opposition in this period occurred in 1948-
50. Soon after Independence the Congress Government of Madras
Presidency O.P.R.Reddy made Hindi compulsory for the academics.
Immediately Periyar and Anna started their campaign against the
coming of Hindi for the second time. Second Anti-Hindi agitation
started on 10" August 1948.7

Alike the agitation of 1937-40 this upsurge was also characterized
by strikes, black flag demonstration and anti-Hindi procession.
Eventually the government declared Hindi teaching optional from the
academic year 1950-51, but had not completely given up the idea of
imposing Hindi in some way or the other.
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Outbreak of the Great Revolt of 1965 in Madras

Imposition of Hindi was opposed by members of Parliament from
South India like T.T.Krishnamachari, G.Durgabai, N.G.Ranga,
T.A.Ramalingam Chettiar, N.Gopalaswamy Ayyangr. The anti- Hindi
block favored retention of English as National Official language.
E.V.Ramasamy was the first to launch protest against the constitutional
designation of Hindi as the Union official language. As per his directions,
10*™ January 1950,was observed as anti-Hindi day. In a meeting held on
the same day Periyar said that he imposition of Hindi was a calculated
attempt to enslave Tamils, and so, 26™ January the day on which the
new constitution was coming into force was a sad day for Tamils." Rajaji
also stood against the constitution. He even warned the congress leaders
that any sort of domination on the people of Madras would lead to riots.
C.N.Annadurai also rejected the constitution which favored Hindi and
said that Hindi was a language of oppression. The entire South rose in
revolt against this policy of government.

In August 1952, Periyar led a gargantuan procession of 5000 volunteers
at Tiruchy, entered the railway junction and smeared tar on Hindi letters
on the name boards.”” This sort of representation of disappointment went
on peacefully till 1954 in more than 500 stations and post offices. The silence
of the government further aggravated the agitators. Thereby they decided
to intensify the agitation, and resolved to burn the National flag. In the
meantime K.Kamaraj on the advice of Nehru on 30™ July 1955, announced
Hindi as an optional subject in schools and that it will not be imposed
either by Central Government or state Government any time. As an
immediate consequence the burning of flag was withdrawn as this
announcement gave some relief to the Tamils.

But they were not relieved for long as 26™ January, 1965 was fast
approaching. As the day i.e.26™ January 1965, mentioned in the
Constitution for phasing out English converged, the anti-Hindi agitation
began to grow in number and insurgency.’® On 16" January Annadurai
announced to observe 26" January as a ‘day of mourning’. He mentioned
the day as a ‘Mournful Day for the South Indians” and said that the
national flag of the Republic Day will be black for Tamils."” However it is
interesting to note that he also requested the then Prime Minister Shri
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Lal Bhadur Shastri, to extend the date of imposition for a week, so that
party can celebrate Republic day.”® The Academy of Tamil Culture also
passed a proposal demanding that communication between Centre and
the State and also between state and state should continue in English."
DMK played an important role in campaigning against the forceful
imposition of Hindi in the Non-Hindi speaking states.?

However, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri and his government was
determined to impose Hindi on 26" January, 1965.* As a consequence
Annadurai continued an agitation for fifty days. It was the most violent
among all agitations that had previously taken place in Madras. In two
weeks almost 70 people were killed, two agitators committed suicide by
self-immolation on Republic Day while soon after three days another
youth from Tiruchy gave his life by consuming poison.?? He left a note
stating his sacrifice for Tamil language. The people of South India were
working relentlessly for the retention of English and disfavored the change
over Hindi. Other acts of agitators included burning the map of Indian
Union and even Part xvii of the Constitution as a protest against the
imposition of Hindi. Several students conference were organized. The
Madras State Anti-Hindi conference convened at Trichy was attended
by 700 delegates from Madras, Maharastra, Kerela and Mysore. They
called for indefinite suspension of Part xvii of the Constitution.” Rioting
continued in Madras till the first week of February. Both the proponents
and opponents turned active during this period. Language was in some
ways is the inmate possession of a man and any violation to it was a
violation of his identity. Hence the people of Madras stood against the
language which was trying to snatch their identity.

The losses were heavy in Madras in comparison to other non-Hindi
speaking states. Policemen from Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh were called to assist the Tamil Nadu police to crush
the riots. During fifty days of agitation in Tamil Nadu, about twenty five
post offices were attacked; some smashed; some were ransacked; and
more than five were burnt down.* Telegraph posts, telephone booth and
telephone exchange were damaged. The electrified meter gauge Egmore-
Tambaram section was heavily damaged and due to this train services
were suspended for five days, from 10" February, even the suburban
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electric train services were also stopped.” Bus service was also stopped
for some time to avoid any major accident. The police jeeps as well as of
the army were burnt down. But this was the repercussion of brutal acts
of the Government. Police used tear gas, lathi charges and also open fire
to put down the agitation. It was crystal clear that people were
determined to get rid of foreign language and save their culture. The
magnitude of the agitation can be compared to the Quit India Movement
of 1942. Death and mass arrest alienated the government from the people,
so it was impossible to avert the catastrophe.

Ultimately the Government realized the seriousness of the problem.
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri backed down and made a broadcast
through All India Radio on February, 1965, expressing his shock over the
riots. He also assured the Tamils that English should continue to be used
for center-state and intra-state communications, secondly he ensured that
State has the right to choose any regional language as official language
or can carry out its work in English, thirdly English will be used as work
language at Central level. and fourthly, the All India Civil services
examinations would continue to be conducted in English.?” Shastri’s
assurances was able to calm a volatile situation. On 14™ March anti-Hindi
agitation council dropped the agitation. The long drawn agitation ensured
the passing of Official Languages Act 1963 and its amendment in 1967.
Thus it ensured the continuance of English language as an official
language of India. The agitation effectively brought about the “virtual
indefinite policy of Bilingualism” of the Indian Republic. It was well
planned, organized and executed.

Conclusion

The Tamil language movement was the first major linguistic conflict
in Independent India that had taken place in Tamil Nadu against the
imposition of Hindi as Official language. The agitation intertwined the
Tamils all over the country for genuine apprehension. The problem was
genuine and so the agitation was spontaneous. Conflict, confrontation
and bloodshed were inevitable. The efforts of the Government to unite
the people by a common medium of communication like Japan, Germany,
France, England and the United States had worsened the condition of
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country to great extremity. Robert D. King in his book ‘Nehru and
Language Politics of India’, has rightly pointed out that “the fact that it
is possible to communicate with someone else in a common language
does not guarantee that problems will disappear or will be easily
resolvable. People disagree and even come to blows with the same family
and country with only one language do have civil wars.” Hence the theory
of “One Nation; One Language’ is not applicable to this diverse land. The
most suitable way for India is to have more than one language as an
Official language based on the number of speakers of the following
language and then strive for unity in diversity.

At the time of framing of the Constitution, leaders confused unity with
uniformity and tried to bind the people by a common language without
thinking about the future consequences. It is clear that language alone
cannot unite people. The term unity has always been the matter of great
concern for India. The balance between forces of unity and diversity was
threatened by the imposition of Hindi on non-Hindi Nationalities.
Maintenance of a balance is essential for the preservation of democratic
life. According to residence of non-Hindi speaking areas, this balance can
only be maintained by retention of English. S. N. Balasundaram in his book
“The Issues And Themes Of Indian Politics” has mentioned that any attempt
to supplant English by Hindi is to rend the fabric of our unity.

Hence in a nutshell it can be stated that the bond of our unity is our
common faith in the secular values of liberty, equality and fraternity that
collectively assures justice to all. The issue of a unifying language had
become a matter of serious controversy. Language has served and is serving
both as a badge of membership in the community and also as a means of
exclusion and exile. It is one of the major unresolved problems that the
government has faced and is facing till date. However, it is interesting to
note that, in comparison to any other Indian Language English has
continued to serve as the common link language.
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Globalization, Literacy of Tribal

women and its Socio-economic
Impact : A Case Study of Jharkhand

Dr. Nupur Roy*

Abstract

Tribal women of Jharkhand are one of the most diligent and strong
communities which have survived since prehistoric times in India.
Unfortunately even in this age of globalization most tribal women are
still destined to live in primeval circumstances. This article is about how
education can and has proved to be a significant tool to ameliorate their
socio-economic condition in this era of globalization. Education has
brought some change in their economic conditions which is quite
apparent though there still exists noticeable gap between male and female
education. Also development in their literacy level is remarkably low as
compared to non- tribal women. As a result socio-economic condition of
tribal women has not transformed much. The modest effort of this article
is to find the correlation between globalization and literacy of tribal
women and its resultant impact on their socio-economic condition. Also
effort is being made to evaluate how globalization and literacy have
affected urban and rural tribal women in a different way.

Keywords : Tribal women, Literacy, Technology, Globalization, Rural Economy.

Introduction

If described in short, globalization is all about socio-economic and
cultural influence of one country on another, like increasing Western
influence on India. We don’t live in an isolated and aloof world anymore

*Faculty, Dept. of History, Jamshedpur Workes' College Jamshedpur.
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but rather a world which is well connected by tools of information
technology, internet and media. Today emphasis is on commercial and
trade oriented education as India has become the source of both cheap
and talented manpower. So there is a visible rush to take advantage of
this opportunity and importance of education is increasing as never
before. But one simple question is that what are the prospects of
globalization for those who have been left behind in this race like tribals
and women? In this paper my modest effort is to explore the impact of
globalization on educational pursuits of tribal women of Jharkhand.
Tribal women have to face all sorts of constraints in life like: financial
problems, gender discrimination, social issues and lack of awareness.
In globalizing India these barriers are slowly melting away as some
tribal women set examples by excelling in academics and others try to
emulate them. Government is providing various scholarships and
schemes to encourage tribals to educate girl child. Globalizing India
changes things but much is yet to be done to improve their socio-
economic condition. Tribal women are lagging in this race of taking
advantage of education in globalizing world behind tribal men and non-
tribal women at the same time. So obviously improvement in their
economic status is also lagging as compared to their male counterparts
in tribal communities.

This article explores the relationship between these three components
which is: globalization, educational achievements of tribal women and
improvement in their socio-economic condition.

It is quite obvious that globalization is gradually changing the old
socio-economic order around us and one of the powerful catalysts of this
change is education. It is that light which illuminates even the darkest
corners of the society. Education is an integral part of a civilization and
it forms the very backbone of the civilization of a country. Our life
depends largely on the 4 traditional education and value system. The
India of today is fast changing but this change is affected by her past and
education is no exception.!

Education sector in modern India largely rests on two pillars, one
government as controller and provider, two students as consumer of this
sector. It is true that education system was established by British in
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colonial period and it remained more or less same till twenty first century.
So long education sector was in hands of government only and was
considered as social responsibility on latter’s part. After reforms of 1991
India emerged as software and IT hub. This development brought a boon
to service sector and left agriculture and manufacture industry behind.
Now service sector required trained and skilled manpower which in turn
brought huge attention to higher education. Privatization of education
and allowing FDI in this sector has sparked debates all around the country.
Further, education, as a service industry, is part of globalization process
under the umbrella of General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).2

Globalization will have its impact on the entire education system
and more on higher education. International organizations like WTO /
GATS have also compelled developing countries to open up the education
sector for foreign institutions. WTO has posed both challenges and
opportunities to the member nations.? Cost of education has certainly
increased in the process. This has resulted in increasing inequality
between haves and have-nots on academic front. The government of
India through extensive privatization, commercialization and
deregulation has been encouraging this process.* This attitude of
government is really dangerous for students of lower and poor strata
which includes tribal population in states like Jharkhand. It is because a
large number of students enrolled in universities and colleges ° situated
in small towns are first generation learners. These students could go to
institutions of higher education because of the subsidy given to higher
education.

Educational pursuits of tribal women can fit in diverse economic
groups : like they could belong to well to do families, middle class or
even very poor families who struggle every day to make their ends meet.
The main purpose of the present paper is to find the relationship, if any,
between globalizing Indian economy and changes in level of educational
achievement of tribal women.

Also socio-economic Indicators like gross enrolment rate and
occupation pattern are assessed to find out how increased literacy drive
has affected lives of tribal women in rural as well as urban areas
differently.



Journal of Historical Research

Review of Literature

S.C. Roy in The Mundas And Their Country, and L. P. Vidyarthi in The
Tribal Culture of India, have pioneered study of tribals and their world.
Though today when world is moving from globalization to post
globalization scenario, isolation of tribals is gradually giving way to their
mainstreaming. Life and problems of tribal women has been analyzed
by Martha Macintyre in his book Women Miners in Developing Countries.

Vijay Prakash Sharma’s ‘Empowerment of Tribal Women : Issues and
Challenges in Jharkhand’ is another book which discusses status of tribal
women in contemporary India. Unfortunately it was written before waves
of globalization started affecting India, so much is left to explore here.

Bhola Nath Ghosh, in his article ‘Empowerment as an indicator of
Development of Tribal Women in Rural Jharkhand” 1995, explains how
UNDP introduced two new indices: a gender-related development index
(GDI) and a gender empowerment measure (GEM) in order to know
the position of gender-related development in comparison to general
level of development measured in conventional sense on overall income
and employment. Bhola Nath Ghosh, Professor in Sociological Research
Unit of Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata, has book and articles to his
credit on women empowerment issues. The present article is available
in E-Journal of Sociological Society and can be seen on www.insoso.org.
Here Bhola Nath Ghosh discusses how GEM is calculated using equally
distributed equivalent percentage (EDEP) mechanism, which was first
developed by Atkinson (1970) while deriving a measure of income
inequality through social welfare function. Ministry of Women and
Child Development of Government of India (MWCD) supported by
UNDP had changed the way of measuring the gender gaps in
development and empowerment for India. According to MWCD, the
problem is that the indices used by United Nations in general have been
devised from a northern perspective and do not incorporate the
perspective of the countries of southern hemisphere especially of India.
Therefore an Indian perspective is required to look into the social
inequality issues which exist especially in tribal communities.

Transformation of Rural Economy During Last Decade And Its Impact
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On Rural Women In Un-Organized Sector (2006), by Planning Commission
is another useful document regarding my work. At the same time
Census Report of Government of India, provides us with ample data
on tribals in related area, though major part is left for the analysis and
evaluation job.

Area of Research

It is not difficult to understand the increasing importance of
globalization in shaping the socio-economic condition of Indian
population which includes various tribes as well. Tribal women form
the nucleus of society and intensifying forces of globalization are fueling
changes in their lives through the obvious agent which is globalization.
Thus role of globalization in promoting educational pursuits among the
tribal women and its implications on their socio-economic is the
important area of research. This is because rapid technological
developments associated with globalization have changed their lives and
this change is permanent whether we like it or not.

Research Methodology Applied

This paper has utilized data from diverse primary and secondary
sources. Census Report of Government of India from 1991 to 2016 has
been used for determining the pattern of change in literary achievement
of tribal women of Jharkhand for past 25 years (1991-2016). Ministry
of Human Resource Development published Educational Statistics and
it was used for study of enrolment of tribal women at school, college
and university levels to determine nature of change in educational
achievement for tribal women in globalizing India, that is mostly from
1991. Changes in Socio-economic status and subsequent improvement
in their lives due to education can be measured by indicators such as:
enrolment in educational institutions. I have utilized this one
component to analyze socio-economic profile of tribals especially
women in globalizing India and also to highlight the difference between
the rural and urban population development on the point of literary
achievement in past 25 years.
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Observation and Data Analysis

Since prehistoric times tribes have lived in the forest hills and naturally
isolated regions known as a rule by different names meaning either the
people of forest and hill or the original inhabitants, and so on. The popular
names are: Vanyajati (castes of forest), Vanvasi (inhabitants of forest),
Pahari (hill-dwellers), Adimjati (original communities), Adivasi (first
settlers), Janjati (folk people), Adimjati (primitive people), Anusuchit Janjati
(scheduled tribe) and so on.> A thick curtain of mystery hangs over the
antiquities of these prehistoric tribes.®* We do not have complete knowledge
of their prehistoric abode or their consecutive exodus. And yet these are
the peoples whose remote ancestors were once masters of Indian soil, whose
doings and sufferings, whose joys and sorrows, once made up the history
of the Indian Peninsula.” Jharkhand has 25 tribes and they lived in this
state since time immemorial. They lived with nature, worshipped various
natural phenomenon like sun, ate whatever they gathered or grew, male
female worked hard in unison and at the nightfall drank rice beer, sung
songs and danced merrily around the fire till late night. However their
peaceful existence was threatened and their monopoly challenged when
new set of inhabitants appeared in Chotanagpur.

The modern period starts with the advent of the British rule in the
country. When the Britishers first entered Chotanagpur (then known as
Jungal Mahal) they had to face fierce opposition from the tribals.® British
and new set of landlords started oppressing these tribals and taking
control of the land which once belonged to their forefathers. Since then
tribals had to face serious economic upheavals and situation started to
ameliorate only after independence when government started various
schemes and provisions for their socio-economic upliftment. In twenty
first century globalizing India impetus of change is provided by
increasing interaction of tribals with the outside world. The growing
contact of the tribals with the surrounding non-tribal population has
made, and is still making the tribals borrow many cultural items, causing
change of various forms.” It has often been pointed out that all elements
of culture are interrelated; even a minor change in one element of one
cultural system can have a profound impact on other cultural systems.'
The cultures of ‘traditional societies” are thought to have changed
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extraordinarily slowly, if at all."! And who carries forward the emblem
of culture other than women of the community!

Tribal women are very hard working and really good organizers.
They manage their household, raise children and maintain cleanliness
among other things. It is really admirable how they do that, given their
limited resources. Those tribals who depend on agriculture and related
activities for livelihood get help from their womenfolk for field activities.
Thus women not only work hard to make their home sparkle, they even
assist their men in economic activities as and when required.

If tribal women are so strong then why are they lagging behind their
male counterparts in educational achievements? Education is such a
powerful and effective tool to bring changes in social and economic life.
Globalizing India brings plethora of opportunities in service sector and
literacy is the most valuable weapon against social injustice like poverty
and inequality. Why don’t tribal women exploit the current opportunity
and get as much education as they can? There are several answers to this
one simple question and it is because we are talking about women who
belong to diverse economic and social conditions. Some of them are
simply happy with their lot and they accept household chores as their
ultimate duty as well as destiny. They do not even try to pursue literary
activities even though they have the means to do so. Then another
category of women belongs to those who are fatalistic by nature and do
not attempt to come out of their depravity. Next in line are those who
have the interest and means to get educated but social and cultural norms
prevent them from doing so.

Economic constraints keep a good many tribal women away from
educational facilities. Save (1945) once wrote “In case of people who
hardly get bread twice a day, literacy is a tall talk”. Even though
government has started several socio-economic programmes for tribals’
upliftment, lack of knowledge and illiteracy prevent them from taking
full advantage of such plans.

Globalization and Change(1991-2016)

Education acts as a lifeboat which takes one across the sea of poverty,
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illiteracy, backwardness to the other side which is modernity, self-respect
and prosperity. In this age of globalization literacy is no more a luxury
but an urgent requirement. This could not be more true than for the tribal
women of Jharkhand who have suffered long era of darkness and
oppression. In this section literacy is used as a factor to evaluate their
development in past twenty-five years. Also another important thing to
be observed here is whether there has been any noticeable change in the
rate of literacy achieved after economic reforms of 1991 or not. It is
because it is after 1991 that liberalization, privatization and globalization
started making visible impact on Indian society. Then only it can be
concluded that a positive correlation exists between globalization and
literacy of tribal women.

Table : 1 Percentage Distribution of Tribal Women by Educational
Attainment, Jharkhand, 1998-99

Educational Attainment Tribal Women
Illiterate 89.0

Literate, <middle school complete 5.7

Middle school complete 2.6

High school and above 2.6

Source: National Family Health Survey (NFHS-2), 1998-99

Table-1 shows the percentages of literacy rates of tribal women of
Jharkhand for the year 1998-99. It is apparent from the above table that
condition of education was in miserable state. More than eighty percent
of tribal women were totally illiterate. This figure is adequate to explain
the sorry state of affairs in this area.

Table : 2 Literacy Rate, 2001

Literacy | All | Oraon |Kharia [ Munda| Bhumij | Ho | Lohra| Santhal [ Kharwar
Rate STs
(state)

Persons | 40.7 525 51.0 47.9 415 |39.2| 38.9 33.4 29.6
Females | 27.2 40.8 42.2 34.9 24.0 |[23.9[ 25.0 19.5 13.9

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India
http:/ /www.censusindia.gov.in/Tables_Published /SCST/
dh_st_jharkhand.pdf
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Table-2 shows the percentages of literacy rates of tribal women of
Jharkhand for different tribes for the year 2001. The clear difference
between the male and female literacy rate is quite obvious from the table.
However this difference varies for tribes and it can be inferred that
women of certain tribe are better off in literary field than other tribe.

Table : 3 Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)-Scheduled Tribe of Jharkhand
2007-08

Scheduled Tribe Students

Classes I-V Classes VI-VIII Classes I-VIII
(6 - 10 years (11-13years (6-13years

State

Boys |Girls | Total | Boys| Girls | Total | Boys |Girls | Total
Jharkhand| 195.62 [186.24 | 190.95| 59.35| 43.64 | 51.61 |141.58 (130.51 | 136.09

Source : Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Health Statistics
2011.Table-3 continued..

Scheduled Tribe Students

State Classes IX-X (14 - 15 years)| Classes XI-XIII (16 - 17years
Boys Girls | Total Boys Girls Total
Jharkhand | 27.89 19.28 | 23.64 4.56 2.74 3.66

Source: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Health Statistics 2011

It is clear from Table 3 that female literacy rate gets worse as age of
girl child progresses. The gap in male and female literacy rate is at its
highest in secondary education as we can see in the above table.

The overall literacy rate among the STs has increased from 27.5 per
cent at 1991 census to 40.7 per cent at 2001 census.” If we talk about the
bigger picture then we find that for rural, tribal and women as a whole
education is still in dismal situation. But over the last 10 years there has
been noticeable change in this field. Available evidence indicates that the
formal education and training, essential for skill formation, is very low -
although it improved during 2000-2008 - in the case of workers and micro-
entrepreneurs in India. As much as 34% of the total population in the age
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group of 15 years and above is not literate at all. The figure is alarmingly
high in the rural areas (40.3%). Considering middle level schooling as the
minimum requirement for performing in the market, only 41.9% of working
age population at the aggregate level and only 34.1% in the rural areas
may be termed as adequately qualified, as per the latest available data of
2008." During 1990s in Jharkhand state there was a huge gap in educational
accomplishment of tribal and non-tribal women. 89% of the tribal women
were illiterate compared to 71% of the non-tribal women." In 2001 tribal
female literacy rate was 27.2 per cent.” The level of education plays a crucial
role in employability, efficiency and level of income of a person.'® Education
is the only way to improve the socio-economic condition of tribal women
and they understand it now. That is because of this increased awareness
that their educational achievement has improved in past three decades.

Report of 2011 states that for females literacy rate was 46.62% than
male literacy rate of 72.86%. Total literates in rural areas were 12,643,078.
According to the Census Report of Government of India 2001 female
literacy was 38.87% whereas in 2011 it increased to 55.42%."

Rural- Urban Divide

There is also a distinction in the role of tribal women in the rural and
urban areas. The tribal areas are for the first time getting opened up and
small urban centres are getting established. A clear understanding about
the change in the character of the work force in the tribal areas,therefore,
is important for a successful development programme.'®

Among married women who work and are paid in cash, 88 percent
decide how their earnings will be spent, either alone or married women
who work and are paid in cash, 88 percent decide how their earnings
will be spent, either alone or together with their husbands.

Table : 4 Comparison of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes
population of Jharkhand as per Residence

State Scheduled Caste Population 2011 | Scheduled Tribe Population 2011
Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban
Jharkhand | 3,985,644 - 2,043,458 - 1,942,186 | 8,645,042 - 7,868,150 - 777,892

100




Globalization, Literacy of Tribal women and its Socio-economic I mpact : A Case Sudy of Jharkhand

Jharkhand Economic Survey 2016-17 (Planning -Cum-Finance
Department, Finance Division ), Government of Jharkhand, p. 361.

It is well known that in the urban areas in the initial stages it is the
male population which is predominant. The balancing of the Sex ratio
takes place when the families from the rural hinterland join the urban
bread winner."”

While in the case of the Scheduled Castes community, one does not notice
a very large difference in terms of residence (RURAL-URBAN DIVIDE), but,
in the case of the Scheduled Tribes, one can clearly see the huge gap in terms
of residence and conclude that the Tribes are predominantly rural. Between
2001 and 2011, while there has been a marginal rise of 0.4% in the rural
based tribal population, urbanization among the tribes has not occurred over
the decade.” So major tribal population still thrives in the rural areas in
spite of all the changes around them.

So how these change have affected tribal women’s lives is to be
explored in this section. Globalization and literacy drive has induced
empowerment to some extent as literacy increases chances of
employment. This in turn empowers them to have more control over
household decisions as such. Sixty percent of women have some money
that they can decide how to use. The proportion of women with money
which they control is highest for women in the highest wealth quintile
and women with at least 10 years of education.”

Let us check out some employment details regarding the current state
of affairs. As per NHFS IlI, Fifty-eight percent of currently married women
age 15-49 were employed in the last year, compared with 99 percent of
currently married men in the same age group; two-fifths of these women
received no payment for their work, and 13 percent were paid only in kind.
Overall, only 47 percent of employed married women earn cash, compared
with 87 percent of employed married men. Twenty-four percent of women
who work for cash earn about the same or more than their husbands.

There is not only disparity on male and female front regarding
economic issues but also between tribal and non-tribal women. At all-india
level about 52 per cent males have been classified as workers amongst
non-tribals yet this proportion is 56 per cent among tribals, an excess of
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about 4 per cent. The position, however, for women is very different.
Amongst non-tribals only 11.64 per cent women have been classified as
workers whereas in the case of tribal women this percentage is 20.74.%

Rural and urban areas have different work participation roles for
tribal women. Only about 8 per cent of the non-tribal women are classified
as workers in the urban areas whereas 13 percent of tribal women have
been classified as workers in urban areas. In the rural areas the difference
in the participation of women in the work forces is much smaller. 20.68
per cent tribal women are workers while 12.38 per cent non-tribals are
workers. Thus, there is a reverse trend in the participation ratio of women
when we compare the urban and rural areas.

Globalization has infused fresh technologies in almost all areas of
life which increase productivity and improve living conditions as well.
it is important to look at one example of active encouragement and
support as done by Tata Trusts among tribal population in Khunti near
Ranchi. They understand how technology acts as a powerful tool to
improve life quality for people. Technology will help in building
mechanisms to capture positive stories on the region through visuals and
video clips, generating demand among communities for the same
livelihood investments. Digital technology can also disseminate market
information, keeping in mind that tribal communities prefer low-hassle
farm-gate rate. Some specific initiatives like internet carts under the
Internet Saathi program in association with Google and Intel, which will
carry internet access to remote pockets, is being planned for
implementation in this quarter. A tablet enabled English teaching
programme is being launched in 140 schools in Khunti.”

Table 5 : Increasing Enrolment of Women in Higher Education in
Technological Stream since onset of Globalization (1991-2005)

Discipline  [1991-| 1992-1993-| 1994-| 1995- | 1996-[1997- | 1998- | 1999- | 2001- | 2002-| 2003-| 2004-
92 | 93 | 94 | 9 | 9% 97 | 98 [ 99 | 00 | 02 03 | 04 05

Science 302 | 318.6|334.4| 415 |440.4 | 462.9(469.6 |494.2 |520.9 1699.4 | 736.9] 809 | 850.2
and

Technology}
Source: http://data.gov.in/node/87899/download
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It is clear from the above table that since 1990s globalization has
kind of stimulated the craze for technological education among women
in general and tribal women are not aloof from this new development. It
is because there is vibrant job market for this field and educated and
informed tribal women want to avail this opportunity. Nayar observed
that opportunities at the job market inspired female students to take up
technical and professional courses to rise to the demands of the labour
market.” The Indian IT-BPO industry has emerged as the largest private
sector employer in the country with direct employment of about 2.23
milion professionals. The percentage of female employees, over the years,
has steadily increased from 35% in 2006 to 36% in 2008 at the junior
level.” The appeal is clear, if we resphere our view to see the user of
technology as a subject, rather than an object, we provide an avenue, for
women to act as agents of change.?® Thus globalization and related
technological arena has encouraged better employment opportunities
amongst women which includes tribal women as well.

V. Conclusion and Recommendation

Several catalysts are responsible for increasing literacy among tribal
women of Jharkhand in last 25 years. Increasing availability of academic
institutions, various socio-economic programmes started by
government, and last but not the least raised awareness among women
due to various form of media are some of the factors for this progress.
Globalization has made electronic and print media so powerful that
no one can ignore or deny its presence. Same media acts as a source for
disseminating useful information to people from all across the society.
Thus it can be given its due praise for making people aware and
responsive to the change happening in the world. Globalizing India
has brought several challenges and opportunities before its citizens.
The most significant is equality in present opportunities and in order
to exercise that education is a must. Socio-economic condition of tribal
women has improved where there is a visible rush to take advantage
of this opportunity. However, impact of globalization in improving
socio-economic condition is different as far as rural and urban
population is concerned. Different developmental strategies are
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required to address the issues of tribal women in rural and urban areas.
It is found that even in this race of globalization tribal women are
lagging behind non tribal women and even tribal men.
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A study of the presence of
Jainism in ancient Manbhum

Dr. Biprendra Nath Shahdeo*

Abstract

The well known religion of Jainism has been widely spread by
Mahavira in the ancient time. The holy land of Bihar and the adjacent
areas are known for the wider influence of his teachings. The region of
former Manbhum has its boundaries attached to this holy land. So Jainism
made its appearance here. The archaeological evidences present here
indicate this influence of Jainism in this region. The lay Jains or Sarak
tribe had their settlement here who could have contributed to spread
this religion. This region had been connected to Magadha by trade route
so the visit of Jain monks to this region is also probable. The evidences
also suggest that most of the Jain structures had been built in the river
valleys. Thus there are a number of factors present here which could have
made the influence of Jainism possible in the region of former Manbhum.

Key words : Parasnath hills, Itinerary of Mahavira, Tirthamkaras, Sarak tribe,

Introduction

Religion has played a very significant role in shaping the lives of
mankind. The history of Indian subcontinent is not an exception of it.
The very well known religious belief of Jainism has influenced the people
in various region of Indian mainland. The remarkable influence of this
religious system in undivided Bihar has been broadly studied by the
scholars. It generates the possibility of the influence of Jainism in the
adjacent areas amongst which Manbhum is a very important region.
The region which has been frequently termed as Manbhum earlier is

* (UGC NET) Address: New Gandhi Nagar, Hinoo, Ranchi-2



A study of the presence of Jainism in ancient Manbhum

presently divided into different smaller districts. A major portion of
the district of Dhanbad in Jharkhand and the district of Purulia in West
Bengal were included in former Manbhum. This area seems to have
been a centre of remarkable cultural activities from its early existence.
The available archaeological remains of this region suggest that it was
an important centre of Jainism. It is also important to see that some
areas of present Jharkhand were in erstwhile Manbhum, and the state
of Jharkhand is carved out of the holy land of Bihar where Jainism was
very widely professed in the past. Thus the study of the influence of
Jainism in Manbhum would evidently be an impetus to the history of
this region.

Review of literature

The influence of the age old cult of Jainism could be studied with
the help of the archaeological sources. The reports prepared by Mr.
Beglar provide information of immense value in this regard. He was
the assistant archaeologist of Archaeological Survey of India when he
toured to this region in the latter half of the nineteenth century and
made valuable notes on the remains available here which mentions
various sites of Jain origin. The Review of Indian Archaeology by A. Ghosh
and Memoirs of The Archaeological Survey of India by Debala Mitra are
the relevant works for the subject under study. Sources like The
Antiquarian Remains in Bihar by D.R. Patil informes about the ancient
sites related to Jainism. The Archaeology of The Chotanagpur Division
written by Dilbar Bhengra also provides information about our subject.
There is no abundance of primary literature to study the subject however
the literature related to Jainism like Sammedshikhar Mahatmeya,
Manekyashekharsuri’s Shri madavashyakniryuktidipika etc. mention about
the importance of this area for the Jain monks. Such works inform us
about the probable visit of the well known Jain monks to this region.
Secondary sources on this topic are present for our review. Works like
Jainism in Bihar, by P. C.Roy Choudhury, ChaubisTirthamkara by Rajendra
Muni, Chota Nagpore A Little Known Province of The Empire written by F.
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B. Bradley-Birt, Jharkhand Itihas Evam Sanskriti by B. Virottam, Prachin
Bharatiya Lipi Avam Abhilikh by Gopal Yadav help us in preparing an
outline of the subject. The Antiquarian remains of Jharkhand by Bulu Imam
provides the information about the historical sites of the state. Besides
these the articles published in the Journals from time to time also help
us. The Gazetteers like that of Manbhum compiled by Coupland and the
other is of the eastern zone of the country also provided assistance to
complete the work.

Area of study

This pakir endeavours to provide an insight of the influence of Jainism
in the region of former Manbhum. It has been based upon the
archaeological evidences present here. It is an attempt to recollect the
probable presence of Jainism in this area. The affect of this system on the
lives of the people living here would also be a matter to study. As some
parts of Jharkhand were also included in Manbhum in the past therefore,
this article tries to identify the sites which are situated in present
Jharkhand also.

Research method

The present paper has been prepared on the basis of primary and
secondary literature available on the problem. It is worth mentioning
that there is lack of significant contemporary primary literature dealing
in the region under study. Occasional remarks, however, can be noticed
in such original works regarding the presence of Jainism in Manbhum.
Some important archaeological sites are still available to corroborate the
literary facts. Even ethnological sources are of some importance to
complete the work. The available descriptions which are made on the
basis of archaeological evidences have been studied to prepare the article.
These evidences are corroborated with the presence of Jainism in the
wider area of undivided Bihar. This is studied in purview of a wider Jain
circuit present in this part of the country.
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Manbhum - A centre of historic importance

The archaeological evidences found in Manbhum indicate the
occurrence of a flourishing culture during ancient period which has
left a legacy for its pride.! It is worth mentioning that the district of
Dhanbad in Jharkhand has been formed in the year 1956 by taking out
some parts of Manbhum. The main areas incorporated in it were the
old sub-division of Dhanbad, Chas and Chandankiyari police station
of the sadar sub-division which were situated in erstwhile Manbhum
district®>. Therefore there was a good portion of present Jharkhand which
was encompassed earlier in Manbhum. This whole area lies in the
proximity of Bihar where Jainism was undisputedly an important
religion therefore, the location of Jharkhand itself is the testimony of
the presence of Jainism here.

Further, it would be important to see that Manbhum was situated
not so very far from the Parasnath hill which is a very well-known Jain
pilgrimage from a very remote period of time. It is in the district of Giridih,
the boundary of which touches the district of Dhanbad which was once
a part of old Manbhum. The twenty third of the Jain Tirthamkars,
Parsvanath had attained the Nirvana here. It is mentioned in the Jain
canons that Parsvanath breathed his last while he was on the summit of
mount Sammeta. It appears that Parasnath hill has been named after
the twenty-third Jain Tirthamkara Parsvanath. It is a centre of pilgrimage
of a very high repute for the followers of Jainism as it has been associated
with a number of Jain Tirthamkaras.? The archaeological evidences also
confirm the Jain influence here.* The antiquity of the hill goes back to
eighth-ninth century B.C. as Jain tradition says that Parsvanath had lived
about some two hundred and fifty years before Mahavira. Also, a number
of early Tirthamkaras had obtained their Nirvana on the summit of
Parasnath.’ Thus it has been an important place for the Jains since ancient
past, even before Mahavira. We may therefore, infer that the location of
Manbhum in context to its proximity to Parasnath may be regarded as a
factor for the presence of Jain remains here.
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The artefacts found in some places like the valleys of river Damodar
and Kasai of Manbhum give very clear indication of the presence of
Jainism here. It appears that the prosperous Jains had constructed temples
in the areas close to these rivers®. River valleys were the suitable places
for the convenient settlements for the human being since the time of early
civilizations. It may also be true for those who profess trade, and the
presence of trade and commerce in the area of ancient Manbhum cannot
be denied. Manbhum is likely to fall in the journey to Bengal and Orissa
from ancient Magadha. There are some indications which show the
presence of a flourishing trade through this region and it is a well
understood fact that the protestant cult of Jainism attracted the groups
of traders and merchants.

Some important routes passed through this region which connected
Tamluk i.e. Tamralipti to Patliputra.” The route had probably passed
through the region of Jharia in Jharkhand. The rich traders could have
developed religious centers around the routes which they had frequently
used. This could be one important reason of the findings of antiquities
related to Jainism in the region of Manbhum. In this regard we can
observe the mention made in the Hathigumpha inscription of the famous
ruler of Odisha named Kharvel who was an ardent follower of Jainism.
It says that he came up to Magadha.? It is possible that he could have
used the same path and might have spread this religion here. A Jain ruler
with the capacity of Kharvel would have definitely tried to spread his
beliefs in the areas through which he had passed.

Sites with Jain remains

There are several places with Jain remains in the region under
study. Amongst these Katras is worth mentioning which is situated in
the district of Dhanbad. Numerous Jain figures have been found around
Katras.? Initially it was a part of the old territory of Manbhum. Jainism
appears to have been the oldest historical culture here. The Jain remains
here could be seen in the river valleys and in their confluence which is
a significant feature of whole Manbhum. During his visit to this region
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Mr. Beglar witnessed the remains of numerous ancient temples near
the river Damodar. He says that the materials of these ancient remains
have been used for building new ones. To the north of Katras he found
a small temple. There laid an old sculptured doorway and several
fragments of statues and cut stones of ancient time'. There were other
old ruins which were mostly covered with debris. A few structures have
been identified and termed as the Shaiva temples. It is difficult to deny
that some of these structures could have been constructed by the Jain
followers. In the long course of time these might have been changed or
reconstructed by other believers according to their own tradition.
Besides these remains, several neglected Jain ruins also have been found
within half a mile to the Katrasgarh railway station. People claim that
several remnants have been already disappeared however, a big Jain
statue is discovered in nudity.

In addition to these remains there is an inscription found here in
which the mention of Sarawaks could be seen.™ The inscription also
includes that the temples have been made by the Jains. The Sarawaks have
been ascribed to be the followers of Jainism and they have built several
tanks in and around their habitation. In Katras also an almost dried tank
was found.” The Jain remains which are widespread in this whole belt
have been indicating that further search may probably discover some
other remains also.

Another place called Chechgaongarh is also having Jain antiquities
which are found eight miles south-west of Katras beside Damodar. Ruins
of 16 temples of ancient time have been discovered here.” Seeing these
findings, we can assume that they might have been a part of the old Jain
culture in that area. There can be little doubt that the sculptures are
representations of the Tirthamkaras.' In the district gazetteer of
Manbhum, H. Coupland indicates the presence of a Jain civilization here
as some of these places were of purely Jain origin® An inscription found
here says about some “Srayaki Rachhabansidra.”, through which we may
draw the conclusion that there were Jain or Srawaki temples here. Remains
show that in this temple the architrave represents a seated figure with
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the halo as shown in Jain tradition.’ As These sculptures closely resemble
the Tirthamkaras which led to the thinking that a good deal of population
in this region might have been paying reverence to these holy
personalities. The construction of these religious structures would not
have been possible otherwise.

Further, in the mentions made by Mr. Beglar we find the description
of Jain statues near Chandankiyari and in the nearby village of Bilonja.
One amongst this statue is naked which indicates its Jain origin. These
statues are said to have been obtained partly from the ruins of
Chechgaongarh and partly from the ruins of a large temple once existing
in the east of the village Bilonja'. It seems that this place was once the
part of the cluster of a large settlement of the followers of Jainism. In the
same cluster in the present district of Dhanbad, Darika or Dandika is
situated roughly three miles to the south-west of the ruins of
Chechgaongarh. Some remains of ancient temples have been found here.
Out of several finds a statue probably of a Jain monk is found beside a
tank. It is in the traditional seated posture and having a symbol of a bull
on his pedestal. The symbol of the bull represents the Jain Tirthamkara
Rishabhdeva.”® It strongly suggests the Jain connection with this place in
the past. There are other instances also representing Shaivic temple which
appears to have been of later time. But it is to be observed that this temple
was ornamented with the sculpture with Jain influence.

Jain remains are found in those parts of Manbhum also which fall in
present West Bengal. Balrampur is a place situated about four miles from
Purulia in Bengal. The temples found here appears to be constructed by
using the materials of some older temples.” In the same region another
place called Suissa also have numerous Jain statues found under a tree.
In these remains figures with snake and bull symbols are found besides a
votive chaitya with four naked figures.? Those remains indicate that
sometimes in the past a large temple could have existed here. Dulmi is
another place situated beside the Subarnarekha River about twenty-five
miles west of Bara Bazar. It was first noticed by Col. Dalton?'. The remains
here show that it was a place with Vaishnavic, Shaivic, and Buddhist or
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Jain influence. In this region Charra near Purulia also have artefacts. In
the remains of old temples found here some finds were of Jain or Buddhist
origin, though Brahmanical remains are also found here. Another place
Deoli is called so due to a group of ancient temples found here. The mentions
of remains made above suggest that the whole region of Manbhum either
situated in present day Jharkhand or in West Bengal had been under the
influence of Jain culture in historic time. It appears that a large number of
people living in this region were the followers of Jainism.

Sarak tribe: the lay Jains

Another noteworthy fact about Manbhum is its association with the
Sarak tribe. They seem to have probably living here since ancient times.
More importantly they have been ascribed to be associated with Jainism.
It has been told that the descendents of the jains were these Saraks or
Srawaks. Those Srawaks of historic period have been credited to have built
the temples in this region during their habitation in ancient time? The
remains of these structures can be seen in this area. It clearly indicates the
influence of Jainism here. We may also bring the opinion of Colonel Dalton
in this discussion which has been based upon the observation of the ruins
during his tour made to the region of Manbhum in 1860s.2 He also ascribes
the settlement and the structures of the area to the Srawaks who appeared
to him as the early settlers of this region. He writes on the basis of the
availability of the ruins of the age old temples found on the banks of the
river Damodar and Casai. Besides these some large tanks are also found in
the vicinity of these temples. The Srawaks are being associated with digging
these tanks. These were built by cutting rough stone. On some of the stone
scattered there the traces of Tirthamkaras have been found.?* All these
evidences suggest that there was probably a good span of time in history
when the followers of Jainism inhabited the region.

Itinerary of Mahavira

The inhabitants mentioned above would evidently come into the
contact of the wandering monks in the past. This would have shaped
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their religious beliefs. For the Jain Tirthamkaras this part of the country
was not unknown as the instance of Parasnath hills suggests. There are
some mentions available about the visit of Mahavira to this region. The
probable tour of Mahavira during his itinerary could have been one
impetus to Jain influence here. According to the Jain tradition he visited
the province of ‘safa” during his tour for spreading the cult of Jainism.
This area has been mentioned to be populated by the aboriginals. It has
been said that those people did not listen to Mahavira and created some
troubles for him. Mahavira was being unaffected by all such troubles,
kept on touring. The mention of “safa” seems to have been made in context
of the influence of Jainism in Manbhum.®

About the prominent Jain culture in this region the scholars suggest
that the prevailing peace and harmony of that time provided ideal
circumstances for the establishment of Jains, the remains of which are
spread far and wide here. This has been a pre-requisite for the spread
and success of any such expedition in any part of the world.?

It is therefore, not out of our presumption that Jainism, by various
ways influenced the area under study. The continuity of the age old
tradition could be seen in the fact that these historic idols of the
Tirthamkaras have been worshipped by the people for a long time in
modern age also. The people however, converted these as their own
deity by changing their identity. These conversions can be seen very
easily as these have been mostly done by the process of referring the
remains to be their God. This indicates a change in the traditional beliefs
of this area. These variations might have occurred due to the interaction
between different beliefs present here. The inhabitants changed these
according to their own prevailing system of worship. In this process
the age-old features and the system of later times have been
intermingled. In Telkupi, in the region of Manbhum an old image has
been worshipped till recent time under the name of Birup. However
this has been told as the image of Tirthamkara Mahavira.”” This is also
a place with the remains like the regions mentioned above. In so many
aspects these are similar to those remains which are obtained from the
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Damuda (Damodar) and Barakar valleys which seem to have the
favorite haunts of the Jains.® We can see that some places adjacent to
the abovementioned areas fall within the territory of Jharkhand, which
have a good deal of Jain remains present there.

Conclusion and recommendations

Jainism had a remarkable presence in this region in the historic time,
as the ancient remains suggest, we may however, observe the confluence
of various religious beliefs here. There may be several reasons working
behind the evident presence of Jainism here. It appears that this was one
of the most important areas where Jainism had a notable influence. At
the same time it also seems to have been possible that the religion like
Brahmanism could have subdued it during the later period. We may
turther find that the remnants found in the Dhanbad-Purulia region may
be corroborated with the finds of several other places of Jharkhand. Thus
it may be presumed that this tribal dominated area was by and large not
unaware with Jainism in ancient period. The presence of a religion with
this valor is required to be studied in a wider extent. There is a need of
large scale excavations especially in the areas near the river valleys to
bring the remains in light. It would evidently help in bringing prosperity
to the history of this region of our country.
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Women Trafficking in Jharkhand

Baidehi Kumari*

D isturbing information that has come to light has shown that the
state of Jharkhand is slowly turning into heaven for ‘intermediaries
and traffickers’. As Jharkhand has a number of serious issues, among
them is the trafficking of women. Jharkhand is a home of a significant
population of India’s indigenous tribal communities, who are among
the most disenfranchised citizens of the country.

Jharkhand tribes have a tradition known as ‘mehmaani’, where parents
send their children to live with their uncles for a few months to foster
better familial ties. Many families send their children for mehmaani' and
didn’t expect them for several months and after a substantial amount of
time, they realize that their children had been trafficked. In recent years,
the state of Jharkhand has emerged as a vulnerable state for trafficking
women for forced labour and slavery.? Thousands of women from
Jharkhand are traded and trafficked by placement agencies to domestic
helps in several metro cities like Delhi, Haryana etc. The women remains
inslavery and bonded labour like conditions. Several cases of sexual slavery
have also been reported from rescued victims from Jharkhand in Delhi.
The business of placement agencies has been fuelled by huge demand of
maid from eastern tribal states in the national capital region of Delhi. These
agency’s working is quite simple.’ Firstly, they use local people of Jharkhand
as agents who can easily persuade people of their area by selling them a
dream of better and peaceful life. Besides, the local people tend to become
easy prey of the agents who speak in their language and belong to their
areas. Secondly, the middle man who are from New Delhi, Ranchi or the
catchment areas of human-trafficking victims, they help the transport of

* Research Scholor, Department of History, Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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the victims from their homes to their agreed destination. Thirdly, the owner
of the placement agencies or the masterminds behind the human trafficking
operation, they continuously monitor its smooth operation and at the end
of it all, they are the ones who decide the fate and placement to each of
these victims. Trafficking affected district include, Garwah, Sahibgunj,
Pakur, Dumka, West Singhbhum, Ranchi, Palamu, Giridih, Koderma and
Lohardaga. Most of the women trafficked from Jharkhand belong to Oraon,
Munda, Santhal (including endangered Paharia) and Gond tribes, out of
which maximum are from Oraon and Munda.*

Behind the scene, there are many influential factor that provokes
trafficking the most. Poverty, illiteracy, ignorance, difficult access areas,
shrinking land holding by local population, network of placement agencies
are some of the reason behind the large scale migration from Jharkhand to
other states. The land is degraded to a great extent due to deforestation,
mining activities and rampant industrialization. Though vast area of land
is available, no technological inputs have been brought out to improvise
the production. Thus, in majority of the regions, there is one crop pattern
and mainly rain fed cultivation take place. Lack of agricultural operation
in a full - fledged manner is also leaving the landless labour high and dry.
The only option available to them is migration.”

Though the zamindari system is abolished now, they have now taken
the new avatar of middleman and contractors in the region. In the regions
of Palamu, Garwah, Lohardaga, Chaibasa, Koderma, Hazaribagh, the
common people are subjected to ills of administration on the one hand,
the contractors on the other hand and above them are extremists who
virtually rule the region with their own Jan lok adalats, extortion and
the levy of taxes. The ‘Gair majuru’ lands are in the absolute possession
of the landlords. Their control over natural resources are absolute. Thus,
the poor landless is forced to work for lifetime or migrate in search of
greener options.®

As per the ATSEC (Action against trafficking and sexual
exploitation of children) Jharkhand report in 2010, approximately
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42,000 girls have been trafficked from Jharkhand to metropolitan cities.
The victims who are working as domestic help in various urban
households across the country are made to work in a very pathetic
condition. In some cases they are even sexually exploited. About 70%
of the total migrant women are forced to join the flesh trade.” A rapid
assessment of domestic workers in 8 districts (the most affected with
problem of migrant) was done by ATSEC Jharkhand and research plus
group , Ranchi. The findings of the study indicates that most of the
trafficked victims are below 20 years and many of them are children.
Many of them are in slavery like conditions and earn below minimum
wages. The main destination for migration is Delhi. Most of the victims
of human trafficking and women belong to the lower strata of the
society and are tribals and belong to SC, ST communities. The scheme
for alleviation of these communities should be open to all those victims
who belong to such strata.® According to the official statistics , around
9 millions out of 32 millions people in Jharkhand are from tribal
communities. More than 80% of the girls, who are being trafficked
belong to the tribal community.” Although the state has taken some
initiatives to combat trafficking. Moreover many acts and rules were
established in this direction like Immoral traffic prevention act 1956
(ITPA), Criminal law amendment act 2013, Anti trafficking cell (ATC)
etc by the central government. Ujjawala (2007) is a comprehensive
scheme for the prevention of trafficking. Although implementation and
enforcement is unfortunately poor.

In Gumla’s villages, the writing is literally on the walls. Messages
warning people about human trafficking are scribbled on the houses
and read, “saavdhan, kahin apke bachhe manav vyapaar ke shikaar
toh nahin ( beware, may your child not fall prey to those who trade in
humans)”. Approaching police is a taboo in naxal affected villages, so
many cases remains unreported. The women just disappear and there
is no one equipped to look for them. Psychological rehabilitation must
go side by side with physical and economic rehabilitation. The physical
and economic rehabilitation has 15 major components namely allotment
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of house sites and agricultural land, land development provision of low
cost dwelling units, agriculture, provision of credit, horticulture, animal
husbandry, training, health medical care, education etc."

The problem is not with the human traffickers or the placement
agencies alone. Lack of proper government policies, absence of a
mechanism to monitor these illegal activities besides apathy from the
people who employ their helpless lot as domestic workers cannot escape
scrutiny. The instances of human trafficking have sharpened the focus
on safety of women in Jharkhand. Trafficking of women is a major
challenge. To prevent this is not just the responsibility of the government
but each and everyone in the society has to come forward against it. To
tackle this, public awareness and its active participation is necessary.
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R AherdT el | W SadTe Rig @l fRafas e 9 < A & owifsra 8 w1
STIUTARIE DT ST BT R 8 IR I =1 I & Alfeld ®Y H A S
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T 3R TRE BT BIs HHT 81 off | 9RT @ 99 des & oid o & &0
o7 Sl TS STEISRT & HIEIH § 9 Bl &1 o JREUS Ui & fden a4
Ao el /AR G101 F SHUF T SRYUS Uil & fderg d Afsha e
TS | dfed faAIeTe 3 gRT 98d &1 Sieal aroll # S1auTe {98 &I H1Ud
# e fhar T S ue § HA g9 | dfed fadee s @
TEIHA UG ¥ BCAT UST 3R HUEeaq A TRIHAT 949 IR 39 TBHR
SIIUTe g &7 fA8R Habsd I T @1 7 | Siu9Te g 59 UR 319+
Gl SIfER R g Pal fb $¥aR DI (U © I A FAG B 37Ul A &
URSTT &1 T oI | e e P WU H g A1 Srurel ({48 = 311 o
I YoId 8lced ¥ o83d o | 91 & dul § Ivaid Udb HbIF WENIg fordr o7 |
Afhe g9a dracie 9 faeell d & 8T oxd o | fquia uRRerfeal # «f
SIRYUS JATaleT I SHUTAT dgdl TS| 1952 S. & TG H 33 ¥H W
deoll B SIREUS UIe] fIgR fqar qar § yigg faRie urdl & v § I9 |
SguTe 8 R el & wew falfad gyl af@ 41 99 -Iqcd H gy
SIREUS ALl 3faliel <eldl Y&T| 19538, H Holel 37l &I feyefdr dreil
RIS Y3 IR RRIfUd §37 ol 34 |ival & s¥eR Afed U AT U
AT T RE BleMMR @ Furd wen, IR # o, wmEee ek
TR & BB Y, IR Uy & MAolqR & §o W, 7eauce 4 Ia7e
AT TS IR IS H Favie, FISR AR AYRAG DI HATHR STRETS
gid @I AT B TS |© IURIGA AN P &l Aad 571 Uiy 3R Ta.UE.
FHITH 10 BRI 19555, TP BICHNTYR H B B | AMANT gRT JREVS &5 Bl
2407 T H —HNT 4. 91T DI & AT AT 3R SIRGVS Bl AR JTBR IR
1 TS | BT URTHS U9 gUdardl SIREUS AT&lad W UST| 19578, &
feR fqae 991 & g9 5 qd 9 3 9IS &4 el | 39 UdR 1962 3. H
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SIREUS FHE ATRTAIRI &I FEdT S+ el 81 T iR faum a1 4 39
grct BT 19 ISl R B HATT &RAT TST| 1 S[F 19638, H SIREUS UTCT &l
SU9 | fdera 81 |

WA b UL SIREUE YAHATAIG] AT B HHAAR TS B A
BHRU | IR IMEARN 9 AT & Ufd IS 81 MY iR gA TR
IRETS UIET MU AAWE & BRI &S et § §¢ 7T | SN IRETS Hfh A,
I Wa1 T IR g1 SIRWUS g | Yeildl HAR 11, I GHIg, Uh I,
AT qiz O oIT AfdaiTd BRI SIRIGUS eIl I T T—e T IS
Y | GRS SIREUE MR BT HART B T 50 99 H Tl dlel ATl
U URME dreha @l bl A1 | 19578, B 916 SIRWUS UIST BT G9Td Bl
IT% FRAT TAT| 19628, & fAu |91 g@ H U] & IRNGIR & WU A
T & HE 9 SOl faare ° it § 9a¥e & 9ol 91 QU [ sigure Rig
A URE & ARl & BRIGTdl Bl Gl o | 19538, & 7 HE DI IS
(ST, o= U¥TE) & |HeT 6 AT JIT UF /g gY I H [qvafdenea e S
RRATAT DI RATIAT DT AT BT T3 | ICAT F S UGT H He dI dTel 3T
IR H Had 918, Ricell & faumie AIell WiTd, MR Yo, Jist &
eI AT W97, 11 AT 19538, B USAT & [T H CURT | JeATdd
PT| 11 FIHER 19538, DI MU DI AlGReTT § IMfeHOT a1 sl &
ARIAT BT IGETCT BT oI | §9 BIIHH BT UG Ieeg IeUfd bl AAfUT
AT & foTq SAMQARAT oI ST e T Rl T | offdhel X1 qHY HAFId
31egeT ARV Welkdl, 3RIoIdh Aied A1g, a2l HeRIE old dI da] a1
R St A1 f&am 1T | 39 Ufdfehar # 7 BRaW) 1954 3. DI E@ad Hedl bl
3eFeTd H BICHNTYR HYh HE BT T+ AT M7 | 918 H HAE HaRT 919, IH
AR Rig &1 59 I BT fege] faifad fhar 1 |

T H ARG WRBR gRT F1Y<h 9T YIS AT & FHY IREVS
U 37T Uid &9 Hhdl AT | BICHNTYR HYh TG 7 11 Selly 19543, Bl
BICHRTYR Y Ui & 769 & AT H U WROT UF JATART Bl AAT A1
o7 | AT Rerd IraWas & WF o AN & AW YU 5T b FHT H
SIRER adTel U @1 o7 | oifdh YoIsh SIREUS &l ATaRaehdl g H d
J YUi: A%l 9 U | SIRWUS UTST Bl 3R I Geiiel HAR a1l T27 33790 I
T ST STU dIR by o {5 HROT Urdl o1 AT & FHe Y
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MR & T3 & Ui ABRIHD GRCHIUT JUARIT olfdhe AMANT + =i Rure
H SIREUE ST 37T Ui B AN DI &l Ja9 F & Fel 39 &3 & 9gqd
DI T PR fHAT| 39 6T BT ool AR g 9 g+ uf3adr
“BICMNTYR goifed” H uxgd fBar oM I° 16 TR 1956%. Bl BICHNTYR
AYH WY B A I FEE IHARIY T A AThIHT H 39 [degd B
Rectmpa frar R BICAMR & §© Yol & 4Ma § Haw o &
QIIET oI | 39 Uaol § HARIIY 48 SIREUS oY & TS+ bl UK
R@T| 19578, ¥ ¥l RWUS ISl U] THM JFHATRA & R H O §Y
fIER fagm |91 & 25 el W 45 81 31 | AT @ gRid gredd
qreN 3 fagR # 39 SUfI Bl SRWUS ISl bl JdAS Bl adTl
T | Sfhe I S 19635, H SRWUS UICT Bl HIUH ¥ fderd g9 3ffalerd
& foU urde Hfdd gor | fderdd & Raars sTREvs urdl 3 3T gU 9
ARl 7 R IR IREUS 3R g SIREUS Tall & SIRY BICHNTYR
IR WAT YA Bl GISd B &1 gard fhan offdd 9 gd @1 wifa
ST TT URTSST Ut @R H WA 32 | 19643, H &I AT el
e 9r€ &1 Tod fHar TAT| USd Sedel g HgHEl sl UEa. 9N
AHET® fJerE T UM UArgd J41 99N Y| SHGT BrRieid 5 9y
FEiRT fHar Tar| 9 96 &1 & SRl BEi-ad (A6 ATTre &
qIh T Gea o7 7| 28 fauwR 19685, BT WATA URIAT AR BICFNTR
& SSATRTAT A AT f[I8R Uid fHal SIREUS & BT TS [ [°

I Al Tl & FHE & (oY gl SIREUS o By 3fale g |
9 9] IMRIl BT ©W JIREVS Y ATalel bl U Holdd i Jard
DHRAT T | 19698, & HEATAS TG H BU §ol SIRWUS UrSl = 7 HISl W Siid
BINTS @1 | S F9I U Hecayul gcl 19708, ¥ OCl ofd 1 ART R
AT AT FHTS BT AU DI TS | AP &I Ieeg 7WMEa], AEHR
AT S d@ell & RIATE ST—3MIGIe EST BT T | 39 PIdd H g-dIaq
& IS & RIATh Uh Fhal AMaTel BT FATel 4l fhar 71| 1961 5. H 50
o, X - ATRHATS] HRRE UTST ¥ AT BIhR ATaAdTal o= AT b
a9 fhaT 3R ST IIRWUS ST & HNT B SIRGR gdblald &I | 30T AT
fIBR WRHR gRT BISHNYR FATel RIHT WA fdhRT &1 T+ fhar T |
TIHT SeIT 39 &7 BT AbT HIAT AT| 13 FI=R 19713, DI 59 W
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I aRYg &1 IgETeH HRA U dehlat w1 &1 el Urgar el
T s avsereR Rig (@oer #30) 1 favas feeman & gz o= ot @
T BT URT BT Afdh I8 yar | HIg ST URumH 7 € FahT | 1972 &,
# 3ifet 3fSaT sIREvs Uret a1 el # §¢ T8 | IR gwIg deil gEl e U
S BRI T HEANT | ¥ WHI B SIRWUS W &1 i § fauriord g1 |
TS, BRI ¥ 37U G BT M IRWUS UTST @M | 19735, H IREUS Gfh
At BT o4 fhar 1| I8 & R ART &1 o ¥ Sd fdbar 1|
SADT {1 I I 3T SIREUS MR BT AN TAT IR IMEarRadl gRT J8f
& JAMATRIAT & AT BT IR HRAT AT | WEDHRI §RT 19748, H ATfqTiyl
DI IAD! THH I 985G BT & HROT YA Adell 3Fd gey &<l | 19778,
H Hhe Bl & d1a gY gATd H Areddral FH=ag Al & Uh. 1T Bl Ble
[T e Ul g9 ER TS | 39 WR el $iSAT IREUS UIet & qrgA gas
SHAT T ¥ WA B Y| 1977 3. H HUYNT SRR & IHAE B | &A1
faTa omygaa @& Sidifd ImaT Afarerd & wIu+r A 7 B TS | 3HD!
TS TARIGRT TT §AGT H 1 31fid &) 78 | 19778, ® &1 sIREvS Uief
P Bl WY T 1 BICHRTYR TAT AATA U &F Bl AR AT
SRS Y DI AT Bl | 1977—79 5. D DIl H AN [5G I A Dl oAb
®s geAN 'l | s iaid w8 qdhad R fHT Y| 1978 5. H &1 21
qS PI AT 3ISAT RGOS UIET BT FRA =il | AIoTd febar am | f5=rd
TRBR T 15 I 1978%. b I IRWUS 5T bl HFT HI T8 AR AT
T T B IR WRBR & URT AN 3MaTeld Yo B dl Adra-l &f 7 |
s 9 Aidiens. (@XgfRe Uil offv gfeam) =1 i e =g | )
3fTGTET I JAUAT T UG fdhaT| 9 S 1978%. dI fval faaw & wu 4
HAT AT 19785, H Bl AN Y Il 7 Hel w@ AT fofT |
JTRTAIHINGT ERT el ¥Rl 3G, ARBRI HaAl UR ATS—hIS 3MMfa TRH
T 7Y | gferd gRT el aTer= § &2 °rae g | &1 ARl @l Jg Y 81 778 |
mqamﬂ—ammwz%wﬁaaaﬁmﬁmﬁum?ﬁw‘l?ﬁﬁ
ATSATT, SFRIGYR, Ul FoTel H 98 1 HAd AR ST | Hbs! JATQTATDBIRAl
B AREIR $R {7 T | STRTATRINGT Xl AT aeeqT Bl | gsrfad
fopam | g1 d1= 1978—798. H YRA WRGR o I Aled g & -iqcd H U
STE HAfe Tfed @1 | g8 N8R # SHar OR$R & AT S 3 8RoA g
AT fART & dcplel IMgad RIRR HAR &I ST &7 9R AT | 57
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AR 7 19798 H JEIHA MYER S Bl fUF G H Hd ASAHC H
STHIMT 37y &7 ¥ S aTdll @ RIel® S d91dh: STHI- aTas HRar &l
qRIET fHAT| <Ifdhd I8 HrRIATE] 1 g 7 8 Wbl | 19808. H §Y AR
e |1 ge1a A SREvs qfed Al 7 o Rig AT & g § AR §9eid
uTe fhar | sl ATe Sf. |AR G g S [ fazafaerery & gerufd o,
gRT AT fovafaerrera ¥ &=y snfearyl dor 9w faurT (FdeR) &1
ITYAT B1 TTg | 19808, ¥ &1 f[I8R H M F1d & d18 q17+ goIg g1} Hiud
H WA B DI AT Pl TS |

1981 3. ¥ DI &l HY & 3fehel TR Sl qAqT Al He0T I=
2 7 diad H DIEAdey ReleH AfIBRI BT T hleg™ 1T BT FRIT U5
AT | 1986, @ 22 ST I AR @ IRWUS W Y[IH) B T3
SHRISER H T T | g9 UUM Ieme ydTaR faet den werifta g g
SIRT HAMIT gU | 25 FATHER 1986%. BT & 3Oy, §RT U2 SIRTVS 98 Pl
3gaT™ fam T ST qoid: Whel &1 | 3T ATel 1. M qaTet He, Sf. fdwwear
JHIE SN D] Ugd IR SIREUS &7 & Jl AMISh Fiel AR gigoifaal
BT Uh 7 R o & folU SIREvS TH-y I &1 7o fhar 1| 19878,
T IRWUS B ACIATPIRAT gIRT AT Sad Bl bR B G0 &l T3 |
S AT S H SIREUS 9 AT & G TG | gl | §9 IR
T YT oF a1l 61 GRS & UfAfAfeRl 3 dobrela el seividd Rig &l
3T STRWUS oY FeefIUdh 9 |7 | 3Tl SIRWUS 3faled o Faed Uh
AUl gcAT 19898, H HC! Sd SIR@US §HGY WA 9 31 Sl Bl
HABIT H Vel AT BT | 39 Neil H T 50 SR SIRESAT ¥ 91T foram |
1 AT BT AT SIREUS AA AR §RT AY0T SIREUS &5 # M ATdhaal
B TS | SHNTA 20—22 A BT A HT 72 € FHT IIRWVS 4§ T AT
AHel JBT| 14 AS 1989 . DI ARTWUS HRh Al & 2 [JETID] BT BISH T
et 7 f9gR fOum 991 9 o/ @R U3 § R | QINT 95 < ardll | U
R AnA, RS A, HWT ARE), WIhd WIS, ASAT A_IST Mfe I o |
1989%. ® 31 HS B! fIBR WRBR P AR I SIRWUS! AR & A IRGTS
AR & AR B U 98 BT TATS {1 11 | §9 98 # ofge e,
S RNl DRagl, Sl WA e WA 8¢ | SIREUs Jfad Al &
ART ¢ 9 39 9% P diEWR B 8¢ Dl (& AT g &l aid
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Bl ARHR W B | 7 A 19898, BT Achleld T8 #A o1 R gW
IIRETS T TG WHR Bl AR A UH d3d ST &l 5 " 594
qopleie gl o 9= yare [g, Sf. IMedre eI, UAs. BRI, g3 (g
IR, 2N AN B, e 98 Jgar onfe Alvg o | 9RA IIC 7 39 956 &
IEHR BT | 5 SR 19908, Pl IS & AR AT &l f. AT
HeT g1 Igdre fhdT T | 39 98 1 IREUS AT 5g HI FAA fdhan
AT | ST AT 24 AT DI IO D 6 R B U UM Hedl T8 H3Al
K AIEHE Aga ¥ AT 3R 3T SIRWUS AT Bl oIdh? T S0 (T |
S H B8 T 6 sREvs fawgss affa &1 Rare @y yeied faar w3 |
1990%. ¥ B BICHRTYR qAT HATAURITAT & FT [T T Arma ARl &l
TdH 98 gg forad Ol T @ Fewl o el SIRWUS &1 A1 Qe | S
dre RIg WA =1 I8 "IN 61 b 37T SIRWUS 15y & (A0 4§ 44 fhergret
FTIAAT TRYG TR BT T Fehal B | 2 BRa¥l 19925, Bl <l YIS Irad
(BTl qreal, [d8R) T I 9 & d19 SIREvS 99l & 99 2q
T do SMATST Bl T3 Sl el 31 07 IR ug™ SRR FH1 81 17 | ¥
ATl 30 A1 Bl IIRWvs fawys Fifa a7 Rud dieadr § &1 8 | Rard |
SIRWUS SRS DISRAST Bl RABIRT DI TS | 14 TATg 19928, BT GEIHAT Te]
gq1E = f9gm |91 | BT o 31T I & Jaldl IR IR dheg IRBR I Py
THRIG el 1edl il Tg AHAT Dsld WRBR U Gl & 3R AT ARBR
U 3R I DIs USA ol dXT 2 22 IR 1992 DI ST Gl BrIbIRAl
DI o A H g9 | S AR W A BRAGS WA BT FA A o,
Ry HAT F&HON XM, W HaAl 21 g Rig ATHRI, SuTeger 1oy Sl g
q STl SIRWUS & &3 H Tl 81 fdurdsdl Tr 14 THUL &I JIRETS Y
fFETor B Sffered & |HH H AUl ANT—UF o $I AU B | 6
3T 19928, ¥ SIHAT Ure] I fd8R [Aura«r aeder =1 el [ &I A=l
UG BT | 31 WK Bl g [Qoell H dwid [eH31 31 <80 1 Hel b et
15 a1 & SIRWvS o & IR # Rigid ©u § @18 ol o forar o |
27 SIS 1993 H, fAumaWr & 1991 & o= #EMT 4 UIRG &3
sIREvE fJemr uRyg fadgds & HeNfed Ured &l s SRGR o I8 IRBR
DI FleT faAT| 28 SIS Bl JHA ole] UG &I 3federal H gg dagaid
8% H I Foig forar m % R e 9§ uikd siRavs eEi f[aard
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aRug e H {6l UeR &1 uRad+ &1 B8R | 28 Jolts fJ8R faemTawr o
s AR dTel SIHAL ST & (31), HU9, SMsUly®., T & Aaw
SIRGUS 5T & AT H AR T | JHAT ] UA1E -1 HeT (& 3IREvS
W URYG &I el qAT S 90 UfTerd Aexy Mfeardl 8rr dem uRug
H 2 yfcrerd Afgersi o SRS BT W1 U el | gregHa o R sIREve
3T /ST & T3 & [aR1e H 974 3T | 5 3T FATA URAT, BISHNTYR B
el dor wiwel ® T uiieEsd o ggrEsl qidl TR G B
IRETS RN RV & 89 & forg wRor 05 f3ar| 15 feqwR s
ART I & gRT AR U &7 & g5 BT JAR Jdl GHa MIRETE, Pl
Rigys SR wfeaerst fSal § Yol Jrdrard arferd gai |

1994 & 6 SITAN] DI dTef UG =1 el H BTl b sIRWvS fddbrg yRkug
g U= 99 99 & SRIF UIRd fhar Suem | difd I R
SRGUS TR GRS &1 <M | 25 BRAW) Pl STAT UIST §RT 3T T
DI APR IRES g1 Pl ARG [HAT AT | AT H ATUH 3RR GAT 31X 34
fed fRwar sk Rer fvg g e

20 RaaFR @1 &1 gadl RiE AT #4301 f98R WReR d fumasr 4
SIRETS &7 WM URvg A8 &I 989 & folg I@r e =1 &l aaarma
& fIerge B | F WHR IR {71 | f[I8e & AR ] JATTI BT T2
SHH 180 SR Bl | g 162 faiferd e 18 AIG 1T | AT &l 25
gfererd fdgR WReR QIfl [+

1995 & URY H SI. URIR.fIheds, ISUUTl §RT SIREUS AT URyg &l
AR el uRg e &1 99T SITQeTT IR WA o ). TRR¥E @ @
SIRGUS IR URYg & T34 & fofg WRor oo Ui fhar| 9 S &I
SIREUS YRAT A SIRTA ST fammar dorr fRrg AR el T gl
Hedl IUre fdhy Y |

26 ST 19968, Bl f[9BR & [ GUR or@ a1 uRad+ 731 41 3<% g
AR F U] ST I 8Ch IRWUS 3ol IS bl HRT Bl b ANTRD
HEANT JAGTAT I WR =R Usbe 51| 29 S[aTg 1997 §. Bl Sidh g &
RretRrer # SffeRaeT SR &R <1 75 | 1 fIAwR 1992 Sidh AT B AATHIBH
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ffer 3RTel JMMeY TF T HR &l [d8R WReR 7 v forar | orra # S8R
AR B S [A8d fIITT & AfRSEIRAT T HHATRAT BT Wl S DI Ao
&1 AferTa Baer foar, FuiRa et @ ufsar @ dgad O e eFnfaeR
RQITATARYT d YT BT |

1998%. H fd8R ARBR 7 Wb Bl AT PR TAT R AN AR GRS HSA Pl
3fede] AT SUTEE S W @G bR QAT | RyewR 21 31 f[d8R giied fagae
19981 fd& J91 o WRI 9gAd I 3RdIma dr e e, 107 w4l &
qpTael 18191 I AHSR AT AT | AAGH H RISlE, AHUT, HIUF & 3
AR HifTHRI HRYFRE U] & FaRT «1 [Aerged o1 R fhar g8i |rorr,
HAAT, DR & SIREUS &3 & (e STGAT dAT HA1huT « [I8d BT WrTd
fopar | fawvaR 23, SlibaaT | e faergsd, 1998 Ur fdhar w3 |

WA 1999 3. H IIRWTS &F Wl URYg (S1d) @I 3fARA HrRIGRNI
gRYg I YeAT I IRTad & 4l UIs o 98T - [ |

ATHAAT AT H SIREUS & 14 ST H 12 HIOMUT, 2 BRI TAT 2 A9G B
IREAR I g0 | SIREve Hfad A/l &1 JAARS Belg SHIA W AT | IR
Heol ERT RIg AR &1 SN Sl AT Gl DI SIHAT BT 3fede g1 17 |

¥ 2000 & URY H R ART SIFHET 98 §RT ROl dedl dI Urel 4
FApTRIT AR 3T 1T | BRa”) 718 | f98R f[aur=a«r g1d § SIREve &F &
81 e R AIGUT 7 37U IFIGIR @ b 3R 32 IRGaR Il T 24
Il UR O Il R R8T | HAT & 5, 5ay & 3, SITH & 12, B & 11,
JOIE @ 9, ATl & 1, AIHUT & 1, ALUIME. & 2, JSNIIWE & 2, THALAL
P 1 gl 2 e e dewi 7 S o faar |

3 25, 2000 DI fI8R IS YAFioA faergeds 2000 R faemr=a«r = fa+R
@ FEl D drq BA D B T & | SR 2 Dl AIDHHT gRT [A8R I
gifee fagdes 2000 UIRT HR T 14T | SRGUS AR BT 2891 X1og HIfvd
T 1T | ST IR IR 11 Bl ISIFHT §RT &4 7 ¥ [98R 59 geied
faerIe 2000 TIRT B AT | WA 25 BT f[98R I Y76 fa8ga 2000 &I
Ul AEMRH S B3R, ARV gRT WIgd U &R &l g | SIREUS
I o foRsr Sl @ Iuaed H 15 FawR, 2000 M= fdHar |
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et

15 TaHR, 2000 Pl FRTUS AT P JREY §I, YA FAR SREVS

RISY U8l ogurel fgad fby T | qrgarel wRiS] Ugel egw= Hged gy |
16 FTIHR DI I I HAR T A< Ioad FRATAT b &I IR
g T Y 3R 23 FgRR 2000 BT IS MGG B TROGR Bl fawaryg
Al BTRIT o |

w b=

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

@3N, 411, BICFRTYY @71 gfagrd, deifere Uw, 0=, 1979, Y19
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Afgan 3 AaE

Hifgd HAR AT

waﬁwa%maa‘waﬁ[ﬂﬁﬂﬁsﬁ?wzﬁmwzﬁra&awﬁ

B FHT & | 3ol |1 AR WASAT 3R FAAT & 37Ma3 3R 7 | Fiae
A IfoctRaa armasl folfT W & |ATG a1 a1 S Fl 2 | Faled ey
9 9 dTe Bl AU HINT B S FHE Pl SEURIT DI Y
JoIRe geel R o fear & ¥ Wed H HHrSfaral fRdae 3R Rerdr
RMEHEAER Alfed & ARl IR Ush gie STa I I8 W< 8idl § f$ el 9
50 99 Jd HG B WM & d1d9]a Sd [daR fdhd Bifdarl 3R UrEie ¢ |
TR ATk BT I IAAM Had H I9d Rl Bl <@+ 2 |

TR 3ol H AT gIRT & T 7o, oRdl &1 e fham T ©
sa AIfaRad 99 Rt wR ford 1y oier, o@l &1 Y srgad g 2|
i QR fgdiae Sdl 9§ U SMeRl b fagemor far T g1 39
fIeeiyor & MR W §{B Ay o= &1 gard fear w2 |

@ AN Heeft AR A= vl R ok & wu # |ufd 7| ofear @
SiaeT # ) 59T daax iR My Sy o eifear g1 fed v faaRy
BT Iooid (BT & | D! & B 40 9Y G187 Algd WSANR F U1 JKIh
T FAlfedT § I [IaRT B 3 Haw H fawaifia foa § | Fer™ R
SRT HUIQT YT VAR cflfedr H UH 8, HHGH I1ed 3R HET ATHD I@h]
T AT @& AR Hee faRl wR e fo 71 av 2015 # UG qRA®
TATSTAIR STIfedr SR erHfverar ST Hures 3l AR st 7 fasar 2,
S W U oG SJo. SfedT & % % FHAT R AR BT UKd {Har T 7 |
1 |1 gl H fear & faeRl &l gaRerd wU H URgd B BT T
forar T 2|

B HABIgS & SHaI—HRa] 3fdh H <fed GimT IR Fv—arT FHar
g for@ar uH foaR e 5y | s qd W1 1962 H I/ Y& §79

*HEIS UTRATIdH, IRl g AAIRIS Diers], 4|
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